30/ 11/ 1999

Denocracy alive and wel

THE Bari san Nasional (BN) will have to live with the setbacks of the 10th
general elections: it failed to west Kelantan fromPas and al so | ost

nei ghbouri ng Ter engganu, while Permatang Pauh went to the Opposition, and
t he huge popul ar vote that swept the coalition to its biggest genera

el ection victory in 1995 has been reduced. But the Opposition, with its
battle cry for "change", was dealt sone huge bl ows. The DAP, once an
Opposition force, has been reduced to being m nnows, with both LimKit
Siang and Karpal Singh losing their battles in Penang; Keadilan | ost

al nrost all its heavywei ghts and seens destined for extinction along with
its politics of passion; and PBS | ost nmuch of its sting in Sabah. That has
left Pas re-affirmng itself as the major Opposition force by form ng
state governments in the two East Coast states, but it has failed to nmake
simlar inpact el sewhere.

The peopl e have made their choice and they have once again el ected the

BN to | ead themfor yet another five-year term and into the new
mllennium Mre inportantly, the people have given the coalition the two-
thirds mgjority in Parliament and this, nore than anything el se, is what
the BN needs in order to govern as effectively as it has done for nore
than four decades. Acconplished in the wake of two extrenely difficult
years for local politics and the regi onal econony, the fresh two-thirds
mandate fromthe people is a resounding tribute to Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad' s | eader shi p. Agai nst the backdrop of an unprecedented hate
canpai gn agai nst hi msince the sacking of his fornmer deputy Datuk Ser
Anwar | brahim in which some foreign elenments clearly had a hand, the
Prime Mnister and BN chairman led the BN to yet another national polls
victory. The BN will formnine state governnments, not counting Sabah and
Sarawak which hold their state el ections separately, and has at press tine
147 seats in Parlianment. It nmade a clean sweep in Johor, and in Kel antan
and Terengganu retained several seats fromwhere it has five years to
mount a new chal l enge in the next general elections.

Waile it is clear that nost Ml aysians generally do not see the logic

for change, especially when the i ncunbent Governnent has achi eved so nmuch
for the nation and its people. Sonme voters had clearly been influenced by
factors other than devel opnent, prosperity and stability. The losses in
Kel ant an and Terengganu certainly went agai nst the overall voting trends.
There will be tinme to study those polls setbacks and the factors that
contributed to them find out where they went wong and start nmaking the
necessary corrections. |If Kelantan under Pas is anything to go by, the new
state government in Terengganu is not expected to be able to achi eve nuch
in terns of econom c devel opment in the next five years. |f this happens,
it will have a negative inpact on the country's devel opnent as a whol e and
will slow down Mal aysia's charge towards industrialisation.

It will make the task of the BN Governnment nore conplicated and in the
two states quite difficult. But the coalition has a track record of
perform ng well under pressure and can be expected to deliver its prom ses
where t he peopl e have chosen it. The BN Governnent has |ed the country out
of the m d-1980s recession to subsequently register rapid econom c growth
rates for a full decade and has just taken Ml aysia out of the region's
wor st econonmic crisis with the 8.1 per cent growth in the third quarter
and 4.1 per cent in the preceding quarter. The neasures it has put in

pl ace, including the selective capital controls, have the support of the



maj ority of Malaysians and this should carry the nation through well into
the new mi |l ennium
The outcome of the 10th general el ections shows, as all previous ones
did, that denocracy is alive and well in Ml aysia. Sone Opposition nenbers
who had cast doubt that the polls would be fair have found thensel ves
decl ared wi nners. They shoul d now stop their cheap rhetorics about corrupt
systenms and their wild accusations of injustice for the sake of
discrediting the Governnment. If there had been any truth in their clains,
they woul d not have won the seats they contested and the so-called
est abl i shment woul d not have | ost two states.
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