15 MAR 1999
Abdul | ah- Sabah
DEVELOPMENT AS WELL | N AREAS THE BN LOST

KOTA Kl NABALU, March 15 (Bernama) -- The Barisan Nasional (BN)
government will continue to bring devel opnment as well to constituencies
that the Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) won in the just concluded Sabah state
el ection, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said
t oday.

"The BN governnent in Sabah is a government for the people,” he said
here today when asked about the position of constituencies won by the PBS.

In the ninth state election, the BN won 31 of the 48 seats with the PBS
taking 17.

The results al so showed the PBS "retaking" 13 seats which it won in the
1994 state election before its assenbl ynen crossed over to the BN resulting
inthe fall of the PBS government.

Abdul | ah was speaking at a press conference to announce the appoi nt ment
of Sabah Umo |iaison chief Datuk Osu Sukam as the new Sabah Chi ef
M ni ster.

Abdul I ah reiterated that the "door is closed" for the PBS, which was
wel | supported by the Kadazandusun conmunity, to join the BN fold.

"We are not going to neet with the PBS. That is the position taken by
the BN chairman and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, " he said
to the appl ause of Sabah Umo nenbers present.

He said the results of the just ended state election also reflected the
political maturity in Sabah

"What is inmportant is that the el ectorate has been able to thoroughly
t hi nk over whatever issue raised and they have made their decisions in a
denocratic way," he said.

On the defeat of Parti Denokrati k Sabah (PDS) president Tan Sri Bernard
Donpok in the state election, Abdullah said the | oss was "nost
di sappoi nting" for the BN

"I would not say that Tan Sri Bernard has been totally rejected. But,
this is denocracy... the voice of the mgjority has changed the situation,”
he said.

Donpok, who was appoi nted Sabah Chief Mnister in May |ast year under
the rotation system had to relinquish the post follow ng his defeat.

Sabah Umo [iaison chief Datuk Osu Sukam nanmed the new Sabah Chi ef
M nister, took his oath of office at the Istana Negeri here today.
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