03 OCT 1999
Mahat hi r - Roads
DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES NEED TO ENHANCE CONSTRUCTI ON PRQJECTS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 3 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said
today that devel oping countries need to enhance construction projects and
programes so as to enable greater participation of the rural folk in
soci 0- econom ¢ devel opnent.

The prime mnister said roads and ot her nodels of transportation
represented the key to enhance quality of life.

As for road engineers, they should concentrate on identifying
technol ogy that could extend the service life of road infrastructure in the
wake of limted financial resources, he said in his speech at the opening
of the seven-day XXI World Road Congress, here.

The text of his speech was read out by Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmad Badawi .

Dr Mahathir said a transport policy need to strike a bal ance between
three key issues -- the environnment, the econony and users preferences.

As for devel oped countries, he said, they believed that a change in
enphasi s was needed to recogni se the |ong-term consequences of high
road-traffic grow h.

He said for the devel oped countries the era of constructing and
undert aki ng bi g hi ghway projects had ended and the new thinking and trend
was to manage what they have, instead of building nore.

It nust be recogni sed that construction of roads on its own nust not be
taken in isolation, he said, adding that nore than not, the road was not
the only investment needed and as such, conplenentary investnments were
equal ly inportant to bring about the desired inpact.

He said the dilemma facing many devel opi ng countries was to bal ance
devel opnent and environmnent.

He said construction of roads especially new roads would directly and
indirectly create environnmental effect but in Mlaysia sustainable
devel opnent with the inpending enphasis on the protection of the
envi ronnent had been given priority.

Dr Mahathir said although the world subscribes to various
envvi ronment al decl aration including the 1992 Rio sumrit where the "rich"
woul d contribute to the poor to prevent those countries fromcutting trees
for devel opnent, the contribution fromthe rich was not forthcom ng

"Yet they relentlessly condemm those who have little choice but to
exploit their few natural resources,"” he said.

In Mal aysi a, he said, adequate neasures were taken to mninise
envi ronnent al damage in maj or devel opnent projects including road
construction and one exanple was the on-goi ng second east-west hi ghway
where about 5 per cent of the total cost of the project had been dedicated
to environmental protection work.

He said roads represented a huge accumul ated i nvestnent of the nation
whi ch nmust be preserved and maintained carefully for future generations.

"The phil osophy of good mai nt enance nmust be revisited and the notion
that prevention is to take priority over repair nust be given due
consi deration,” he said, adding that it should be enphasi sed that noney
spent on mai ntenance should be treated as an investnent.

Hence, there was a need to introduce the concept of the life-cycle
costing before maki ng deci si ons about nai ntenance expenditure, he said.

For this, he said, maintenance nmanagenment systens would be required to
enable a rational fornulation of standards and intervention |evels.



Dr Mahathir said road accidents resulting in death and injuries had
become a major issue as a result of inprovenents in the road system and the
situation was especially bad in devel oping countries where it had been
estimated that 350,000 people die in road accidents a year.

He said in Mal aysia, road accidents had becone a maj or concern and
statistics revealed an increase in the nunber of deaths from 4, 048 deat hs
in 1990 to 6,302 deaths in 1997, costing | osses of RV6 billion each year.

However, the prime mnister was happy that there was a slight reduction
in the total nunber of road accident cases |ast year.

He al so appreciated the Wrld Road Association's inportant role to
i nprove international technical cooperation and fostering progress in road
engi neeri ng.

Mal aysi a has over 16,000 kns of federal roads and sone 50, 000 kmns of
state roads and the road network has steadily been increasing at a rate of
about 10 per cent per annum
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