08 JUL 1999
Abdul | ah- Put r aj aya
DEVELCOPMENT OF PUTRAJAYA |'S NOT WASTAGE- ABDULLAH

PULAU PINANG July 8 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Haji Ahnad Badawi said today the devel opment of Putrajaya was not
a wastage as it represented an investnent for the future.

He said the devel opnment of the new Federal Admi nistrative Capital would
act as a nucleus for the growh of the surroundi ng areas such as Sepang,
Dengki |, Serenban and Mel aka.

Speaking to reporters after chairing the Penang Umo Liaison Committee
nmeeting here, he said Putrajaya apart frombeing the adnm nistrative capita
woul d al so invol ve the devel opment of a conmercial centre and new
settl ements.

He said the governnent had nmade careful planning when devel opi ng
Cyberjaya and Putrajaya as the new seat of governnent to replace Kual a
Lunpur whi ch was congest ed.

The devel opnent of the new capital would certainly benefit the people,
he added.

He said the value of the land in the area which was bought for RW per
square feet had now gone up many tines and indirectly brought benefits to
t he peopl e.

Abdul | ah said Putrajaya was al so part of the Multinedia Super Corridor
whi ch woul d have many high technology and IT facilities.

He said the new capital was not just for the government of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad as it woul d al so serve future
governnents of the country.

He said this when asked to comment on the statenent by PAS President
Dat uk Fadzil Noor that his party would auction Putrajya if it canme to
power .

Abdul | ah said PAS was not farsighted and was nore inclined towards
smal | scal e pl anni ng.

He al so chaired the Penaang Bumi putera Participation Steering Comittee
whi ch di scussed enhancing the state's tourist industry in line with the
wi shes of the National Econom c Action Council (NEAC).

He said the Umo Liaison Commttee discussed preparations for the
General Election such as the ceramah schedul es.
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