06/ 02/ 1999
Devel opnent and econony our priorities: Hun Sen

Adel i ne Ong
DEVELOPMENT and econony are the priorities of the Canbodi an Gover nment and
the primary aspiration of the Canbodi an people as a whole, its Prine
M ni ster Hun Sen said yesterday.
"As an econony-oriented Governnent, Canbodi a nust guarantee its own
pacification and the respect of human rights in order to transformthe
i beral pluralistic denbcracy into a strong force of the society and
stability in the state of law, and the spirit of national reconciliation
and concord.
"After that we can concentrate our energy to build the econony of
Canbodia into a new i npetus, in accordance with the demand of devel opnent
in Canbodia in the near future,” Hun Sen said in his public lecture
entitled "Canbodi a: Towards a New Future" in Kuala Lunpur.
"As far as investment is concerned, whether national or foreign, belief
and confidence are inportant.
"National reconciliation, peace strengthening, diplomatic and
international relations, as well as econonm ¢ and social affairs, al
require belief and confidence, which will |lead us to the common goal," he
sai d.
Hun Sen also said his visit to Malaysia is inportant to strengthen
under st andi ng of the situation in Canbodi a.
"Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad plays great attention to
Canbodi a. The support by Ml aysia for Canbodia's entry into Association of
Sout h- East Asi an Nations (Asean) is of great political val ue.
"Wth nore investors comng into Canbodi a this shows there is now
progress. At this time, we al so suggested that Canbodi a exports nai ze,
rice and cattle to Malaysia. Wthout a market, we cannot do so," he said.
He added that Canbodia's entry into Asean will make the dream of Asean-
10 cone true before the 21st century.
Asked if a Senate has been forned as it was one of the prerequisites to
join Asean, Hun Sen said efforts are bei ng nmade.
"The setting up of a Senate is Canbodia's internal affair. It is not to
pl ease Asean but rather to please certain people in Canbodi a. However,
this is an inportant issue for Canbodia, and we will take sone tinme in
doing this.
"If the setting up of the Senate is |like an entertai nnent club, maybe it
will only take us five hours. However, it is not and it take sone tine,"
he said, adding that the Governnent has al ready reached an agreenent so
all that is needed is tine.
He rem nded that an inportant point of Canmbodia's entry into Asean was
its non-interference policy.
Last Decenber, Asean |eaders agreed in principle to admt Canbodi a as
the grouping's 10th nmenber and instructed their foreign nministers to
arrange a special cerenony for Canbodia at an appropriate tinme in future.
Asean currently conprises Brunei, |Indonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Myannmar
the Philippines, Singapore, Thail and and Vi et nam
Hun Sen was in Malaysia for a three-day official visit.
Dr Mahat hir yesterday bade farewell to Hun Sen before |eaving for London
| ast night enroute to Kingston to attend the Group of 15 neeting..
Dr Mahat hir spent about 45 nminutes talking with Hun Sen who will fly
hone t oday.
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