13 MAR 1999
Sabah- BN (Vi ctory)
DEVELCOPMENT TRI UVPHS OVER SENTI MENT

KOTA Kl NABALU, March 13 (Bernama) -- The Sabah state el ection has ended
with a victory for devel opnent over sentinent.

"Devel opment vs Sentinment" is basically what the battlelines of the
Bari san Nasional (BN) which was returned to power at the polls, and ot her
contesting parties are all about.

The BN went to the polls prom sing nore devel opnent on all fronts for
Sabah, picking up fromwhere it started in 1994, while rival parties,
especially Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) and Bersekutu, canpai gned on issues
bordering on sentinent.

In the run up to the polls, PBS and Bersekutu, |led by fornmer chief
m ni sters Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan and Datuk Harris Salleh, hit the
canpaign trail by touching mainly on state rights and the need to respect
the State Constitution, citing the rotation of the chief mnistership as an
i ssue.

The BN, PBS and Bersekutu each fielded candidates in all the 48
consti tuenci es.

Pairin al so canpaigned on issues relating to the rule of law, referring
to 1994 epi sode when PBS el ected assenbl ynmen were "enticed" into defecting
to the BN, causing its collapse soon after it had won the state election in
1994 by a razon-thin majority of 25 seats.

He sai d Sabahans wanted | ocal affairs and issues to be deci ded by
t hensel ves, and did not want to see outside political interference.

Harris, who was attenpting a political coneback, projected hinself as a
nore experienced | eader and one who could be counted on to restore Sabah's
busi ness and econonic health at a tine when the state is going through
economic difficulties.

Bei ng chief mnister for nine years till 1985, the results clearly
showed the voters thought Harris had had his day. This was reflected by
Bersekutu's el ection manifesto which dealt with recycl ed past issues |like
state rights.

Harris and Bersekutu were totally rejected by the voters with Harris
hinself failing to even put up a strong challenge in the Likas seat agai nst
anot her former chief mnister, Datuk Yong Teck Lee of BN, who won easily.

But the BN canpai gn onsl aught enphasi sed on conti nued devel opnent and
funds for the state and its people.

Pushi ng hard on the need for Sabah, which still has to grapple with the
probl em of poverty and a lack of industrialisation, to progress further
were BN | eaders - fromthe Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
down.

They spared no stone unturned. They were persistent. They were
everywhere in Sabah and they convinced the electorate that the BN neant
busi ness.

Dr Mahathir hinself nmade no |l ess than three trips to the state within a
month to drum up support for a BN wi n.

Backi ng up strongly and incessantly was his deputy Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Badawi and virtually the entire BN el ecti on nmachi nery.
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