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Dr M Co-operation within coalition vital

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah

ALOR STAR, Sun. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad t oday
rem nded grassroots | eaders of the Barisan Nasional of the inportance of
the principle of co-operation within the coalition.

Stressing that the nation and party's remarkabl e success since the
i ndependence was the result of the co-operation between menbers of the
coalition, Dr Mahathir said only by maintaining such co-operation would
the country be able to achieve its aspirations.

"W will be able to maintain the current pace of progress and stability
if we sustain the present formof co-operation anong conponent parties.

"The recent victory in the Sabah election is a reflection of such co-
operation," he said when addressing | eaders of Kedah BN at Dewan Seri
Neger i

The nmeeting with the BN | eaders was part of Dr Mahathir's itinerary of
his two-day visit to the State.

Dr Mahathir said sticking to the concept of "I scratch your back and you
scratch nmy back" woul d ensure BN s success in the next general election.

He said every party in the coalition owed each other for their election
success.

In jest, Dr Mahathir said M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu stayed
undefeated in his Sungai Siput parlianmentary constituency due to support
from Umo.

"Whereas if we go by the percentage of Indian voters, MCwll not be
able to stand in any seat.

"But the votes fromthe Indians, no matter how small, are vital to Umo
and that's why we need to help Sany Vellu."

Dr Mahathir al so recounted how the BN Government had succeeded in
devel opi ng the country.

He al so recounted the history of the formation of the Alliance which
consi sted of Umo, MCA and M C.

Dr Mahathir said it was the success in formng the Alliance that
convinced the British to accord the country i ndependence.

The Prime Mnister also said the May 13, 1969 racial riots had nmade
| eaders of the country nmore nmature.

The bl ack episode in the country's history, he said, had spurred the
people to strive and share the econoni c success.

He said the successful distribution of wealth was the reason for
prevailing peace in the nation.

Dr Mahathir called on the BN | eaders to fully understand the concept and
spirit of the coalition.

Sayi ng that Ml aysia was then a country which was difficult to devel op
inviewof its racial conposition and historical background of individua
States, the Prine Mnister said the BN Government had over cone many
barriers to achieve the current progress.

However, Dr Mahathir said sone quarters had misled the people into
believing that the current success could be achi eved by any Governnent.

"But many countries have failed to taste our success because their
Gover nments are i nconpet ent.

"The success of this country is the result of the nandate given to the
party which is capabl e of devel oping the country.

"It is the efficiency of the BN Governnment which has transforned the
country into a stable and respectabl e one," he added.



The Prime Mnister also criticised Pas for its stand on several natters
including the party's stand on its willingness to co-operate with anyone
including the devil to topple the BN

He said the opposition party had belittled wonmen by stating they shoul d
stay at hone and not be involved in useful activities.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasrmah Mohd Ali
were wel conmed by Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and | ocal | eaders at
the Sultan Abdul Halimairport.

Later, the Umo president had an hour-1long cl osed-door neeting with
menbers of the State Umo |iaison conmttee and Youth and Wanita | eaders.

Dr Mahathir al so rem nded the people to be wary of | eaders using
religion to achieve their political interest. He al so warned the people to
be on guard agai nst attenpts by foreigners to make certain individuals
thei r stooges.

Speaking to a capacity crowd at Stadi um Darul Aman, the Prinme M nister
sai d the peopl e should realise by nowthat Pas |eaders had been using
Islamto win votes and support for their party.

"Pas has been ni sl eading the people into believing that they are
struggling for Islam... believe ne, they are using the religion nerely to
win votes," he said, adding that Pas was responsible for disuniting the
Musl i ns.

Dr Mahathir also criticised the opposition party for influencing the
students to carry out street denobnstrations. He said Pas had given the
support to these students to denpnstrate and negl ect their studies.

The Prime M nister also took to task Angkatan Keadilan Sosial (Adil),
saying that the organisati on had been made a tool by Pas to secure
political mileage

He said Pas had seen an opportunity fromthe sacking of an Umo | eader
and the party was showing its support for Adil to win votes.

"Those in Adil should not allow thenselves to be cheated by Pas," he
sai d, adding that even Adil had been rejected by the people as evident in
the recent Sabah el ecti on.

"They had tried their luck in Sabah but had no influence and that is why
Adi| does not want to register as a political party,” he added.

Dr Mahathir al so spoke on the attenpt by foreigners to topple the
Bari san Nasi onal CGovernmnent.

Referring to the support given by US vice-president Al Gore to the so-
call ed reformasi nmovement during | ast year's Asia-Pacific Econom c Co-
operation Summit, the Prine Mnister said the Arerican | eader had want ed
soneone to | ead the country and becorne their stooge

"W nust renmenber ... A -Core doesn't love this country and he doesn't
| ove the peopl e of Ml aysia.

"They are only interested in putting soneone who can becone their
stooge, " he added.

Dr Mahathir reiterated that no foreign elenment could interfere with
Mal aysi an affairs.

"W will determine who rule this country ... not A -CGore or any
foreigner ... we will vote who will lead this country.
"Mal aysia is our country and we deternine our own future ... foreigners

have no right to determ ne our destiny," he said.

The gathering was al so attended by Sanusi, Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Ram i Ngah Talib, Donmestic Trade and Consunmer Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri
Megat Junid Megat Ayob, Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng, Mnister in
the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Tajol Rosli CGhazali and | nformation
M ni st er Datuk Mohamed Rahmat .

( END)
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