25/ 12/ 1999

14-point directive on ethics (HL)

PUTRAJAYA, Fri. - Cabinet Mnisters have been directed to carry out their
dutieswithcollectiveresponsibility, loyalty, efficiency and dedi cati on.

They have al so been told not to have any business interest and to
relinqui sh any position held in conpanies.

Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today the
directive was anong 13 aspects of responsibility and 14 points related to
ethics issued by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad at the
first meeting of the new Cabi net on Dec 15.

Abdul | ah said the Government di d not want the people to say that
M nisters directed their officers to be ethical and good but there was no
one to tell themto be |ikew se.

"They rmust not have links with fanmi |y busi nesses and when there are
di scussi ons about those busi nesses, they (the Mnisters) nust let their
connecti ons be known and | eave (t he Cabi net neeting)," Abdul | ah sai d.

He was speaking to reporters after chairing a conmittee on good
governance at the Prime M nister's Departnent here.

"Mnisters areto carry out their duties loyally w th dedi cati on and
according to the Bari san Nasi onal mani festo and fulfil all prom ses nade
init," he said.

Abdul l ah said M nisters were also told to discuss procedures with their
staff and identify those that del ayed projects whi ch nmust be done away
with.

"M ni sters nmust al so have a procedure manual to ensure that work i s done
efficiently and according to procedure and their mnistries nust have
daily nmeetings to solve problens and see to progress made," he said.

Al so M nisters nmust foll ow up and know t he actual situation about
instructions on inplenentation given to officers and the status of
proj ects.

Abdul I ah said Dr Mahathir had also called for Mnistries to have Quality
Control Circles (QCCs) to better serve the people.

Abdul I ah al so said the Governnment woul d step up neasures to counter
corruption while ensuring that basel ess accusati ons of corrupti on were not
made.

"We nust ensure that the accusations are with basis as sonetinmes there
is the assunption that people in power tend to be corrupt,” he said,
addi ng that t hose who nmade basel ess accusati ons coul d al so be haul ed up.

He said corruption could not be allowed to prevail as it was detrinental
to soci ety and Governnment servants nust be nade aware of its perils.

Al so di scussed was bad behavi our and social ills anbng the country's
youths and it was deci ded that the biggest problemwas drugs and a Cabi net
comittee would | ook into the matter. Abdull ah said the conmittee al so
deci ded t hat t he Governnent shoul d have an El ectroni ¢ Fund Paynent (EFP)
to make its paynents.

"Money to be paid by the Governnent woul d go straight to the bank and
this would do away with things |ike vouchers and cheques, " he said, addi ng
t hat anong ot hers the paynents woul d be for al |l owances and gover nnent
contractors.

The system to be inpl enented next year, woul d al so reduce the
possibility of fraud, m stakes and del ays and help to streanline
accounti ng.

Anong t hose who attended the neeting were Primary | ndustries M nister



Dat uk Dr Li mKeng Yai k, Tan Sri Mohd Khal il Yaakob (Information M nister),
Tan Sri Musa Mohanmad ( Education M nister), Datuk Aznm Khalid (Rural
Devel opnent) and M nisters inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent Tan Sri
Ber nard Donpok, Datuk Dr Rais Yati mand Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hman and
Chi ef Secretary to the Government Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli.
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