25/ 05/ 1999

Di scard “tidak apa' attitude, entrepreneurs told

ALOR STAR, Mon. - Ml ay entrepreneurs have been advised to discard the
tidak apa (couldn't care less) attitude in order to catch up with other
communi ti es.

Nati onal Mal ay Chanber of Commerce president Tan Sri Tajuddin Rami said
this was especially inmportant during the econom ¢ downturn, where Ml ay
entrepreneurs had fallen further behind other conmunities.

"Mal ays should not only concentrate on becomng mnority sharehol ders in
conpani es.

"They should not be satisfied with just holding 30 per cent stake but
strive to becone majority shareholders,” he said in his speech at a
Menor andum of Under st andi ng si gni ng cerenony between Kedah Mal ay Chanber
of Commerce and Syari kat Takaful Nasional (STN)

Under the MU, chanber nmenbers woul d pay RMLO prenmi um annually to STN
for insurance coverage

Taj uddi n said the Governnent was comritted to i nproving the wel fare of
Mal ays but the conmunity itself should take the initiative.

Anong the sectors in which they needed to catch up were transportation,

i nformati on technol ogy and tel econmmuni cati ons.

Tajuddin also said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s
revel ati ons about foreigners trying to recolonise the country were for
real and not ainmed at scaring the people.

Cting an exanpl e of when Mal acca was col oni sed by the Portuguese in the
16th century, Tajuddin said the State fell to foreign powers because the
| ocal s were not prepared to defend t hensel ves.

Taj uddi n said locals should emul ate the Japanese who wasted no tine in
devel oping their country after it was al nost destroyed in the second world
war .
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