25/ 10/ 1999
Di scrimnation continues despite awareness drive

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Discrimnation against people living with HV or AlDS
is still w despread despite campai gns and educati on programres to
cultivate awar eness.

Heal th M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng said was saddened that public
support for AIDS patients was still "very much | acki ng", considering that
Mal aysi ans were general |y caring.

As at May 31, there were 30, 187 cases of H V infection, 2,761 Al DS cases
and 2,157 AIDS-rel ated deaths reported in the country.

Chua said: "We hope by the next century, there will no | onger be
stigmatisation and di scrimnation against AIDS patients. W hope there
will no longer be stories of fanlies and society as a whol e rejecting not
only those who have been di agnosed with AIDS, but al so those who are HI V-
positive."

Chua was speaking to reporters after chairing a plenary session on
"Taki ng Stock of the Asia-Pacific Epidemc" at the Putra World Trade
Centre.

The five-day congress was opened by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mbhanmad yest er day.

Chua sai d health education and pronotion woul d continue as the main
strategy for the prevention and control of H V/ Al DS.

"Alnmost RVb nillion a year has been allocated for this activity since
1991 when the CGovernnent | aunched the nationwi de healthy lifestyle
canpai gn.

"The pronotions were done through the print and el ectronic mass nedi a,
public forums, seninars and outreach activities."

On the Prostar programre | aunched in 1996 to nobilise Ml aysi an yout hs
to fight HHV/AIDS, Chua said as at June, 19,870 youths had been trained as
peer notivators.

"Through these trai ned youths, we succeeded i n exposing al nost 205, 000
young peopl e between 13 and 25 years of age to issues related to healthy
lifestyle and the prevention of H V/ Al DS.

"Up to June this year, 339 schools have Prostar clubs and 119 district
Prostar clubs have been established all over the country."

Chua sai d dadah users made up 77 per cent of H V/ AIDS cases in the
country.

He said screening for H'V, which was available in all government
hospitals and health centres, was periodically carried out.

"W carry out routine screening of pregnant wormen and foreign workers
applying for work permts, and confidential testing for the public and
hi gh-ri sk groups.”

El aborating on the screening of pregnant wonen, Chua said as at June, 64
of the 250,000 wonen screened were confirnmed H V-positive, including sonme
Thai and Myanmar national s.

Qut of the 64, 43 had given birth. "And out of the 43 newborn, only two
were found to be Hl V-positive."

Chua attributed the | ow i ncidence of H 'V anong the babies to the free
anti-retroviral treatnent given at governnent antenatal clinics to the
worren until they delivered their babies.

"The treatnment costs RMBOO per nother every nonth. The Government has
spent alnmost RVMB million on the programme since it was | aunched | ast year.

"The programre has pulled down the nother-to- child transnission rate to



4. 25 per cent, which is indeed a success conpared to the average gl oba
transm ssion rate of 30 per cent.”

Chua assured the public that donated bl ood was al so screened. "So far,
we have screened 2.4 mllion sanples of donated blood, and only 1, 379
sanpl es were reactive to the HV test."

He said 30 health clinics, to start services early next year, would
deliver healthcare, |aboratory and counselling services to H V-infected
persons. Atotal of RML.2 million has been allocated for the clinics.

Chua sai d annually, the Government all ocated about RMB5 million for HV
prevention and control, patient care, and health educati on.

Chua expected the anobunt to be increased over the next few years.
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