24/ 11/ 1999

Di scuss code of conduct at Asean neet, says China

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - China hopes a code of conduct woul d be drawn up for
claimants to the Spratly Islands during its nmeeting with Asean nmenbers in
Mani | a next week.

China's Mnistry of Foreign Affairs spokesman Zhu Bangzao said the
"10+1" neeting, conprising the 10 Asean nenbers and Chi na, should take the
opportunity to formul ate the code of conduct.

"China regards the code of conduct as an inportant document and it
shoul d not be fornulated hastily," Zhu told reporters.

Zhu said China was willing to work closely with Asean to fornul ate the
docunent.

He al so hoped that claimants would hold consultations to |l ook into
common i ssues.

Last nonth, Philippine Defence Secretary Ol ando Mercado proposed a code
of conduct for claimants to the islands, nanmely, Mlaysia, China, Vietnam
Brunei, the Philippines and Tai wan.

Meanwhi | e, Zhu said Chinese Prine Mnister Zhu Rongji and Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad, who net this norning, also discussed
China's inmport of Ml aysian crude pal moil

"Zhu told Dr Mahathir that China's inport quota would remain at | ast
year's |l evel," he said.
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