14/ 01/ 1999
40, 000 teachers disgruntled with rest day directive

P. Chandra Sagaran

| POH, Wed. - About 40, 000 teachers in Kel antan, Kedah, Perlis and

Ter engganu ar e unhappy with t he Educati on M nistry's directive asking them
to work on the first Thursday of every nonth while other civil servants
will enjoy the once-a-nmonth extra day off.

Congress of Teachers' Union in Education Service secretary-genera
Shahul Ham d Mydi n Shah sai d today the directive had defeated the
Governnent's objective of fostering closer famly ties and pronote soci al
devel opnent through a caring society.

He said children in those States would be in school while their parents
were having the extra day off.

The directive, dated Dec 29, was signed by the director-general of
Educati on, Datuk Dr Abdul Shukor Abdullah

Governnent servants in the four States observe Thursday as a hal f-day
wor ki ng day and Friday as a holiday whil e school s get Friday and Sat urday
as hol i days

However, Terengganu it is learnt, has opted for Saturday of every nonth
as the extra day off for civil servants so that parents and their children
can enjoy the day together.

Shahul Hami d said teachers felt that they had been gi ven a raw deal and
conpl ai ned to the Congress since others would enjoy the extra day off
whi | e they work.

The proposal for an additional day off for civil servants was made by
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in his 1999 Budget
presentation | ast year

For States which observe Sunday as a rest day, the first Saturday of
every month wi Il be an extra day off, whil e those who observe Friday as a
hol i day, the extra day off will be the first Thursday of each nonth.

The extra day off ruling cane into effect early this nonth. However,
teachers in these States had to go to school on Jan 7 which was the first
Thur sday when civil servants in other States had a | ong weekend of three
days.

The Governnent decided to give the extra day to civil servants to enabl e
parents to spend nmore time with their children in line with the caring
soci ety concept and al so to boost donestic tourism

Shahul Hami d al so urged the Public Service Departnent and the Mnistry
of Education find an ami cabl e sol ution.

Congr ess president Muhamuad Mist apha i s expected to neet Abdul Shukor to
di scuss the problem
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