11/ 11/ 1999

"PMtold ne to dismiss allegations contained in letter and sworn
st at enent"

Rusl ai ni Abbas; Satwant Singh

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwas told by the Prine

M nister to dismiss allegations nade against him(Anwar) in a letter and
also in a sworn statenent as "rubbish”, the Hi gh Court heard today.

Anwar said Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad gave hima letter witten by
busi nessworman Umm Hafilda Ali and a sworn statement nade by Azizan Abu
Bakar (on bei ng sodom sed) in early August 1997.

He said the docunents were given to himduring one of his daily neetings
with Dr Mahathir at which the Prine M nister had brought up the subject of
the al |l egati ons.

Anwar said Dr Mahathir stated that the Domestic Trade and Consurmer
Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob had handed over the
letter and the sworn statenment to him

"He (Dr Mahathir) said that this was one of the usual surat |ayang
(poi son-pen letter) and then he handed the letter over to me. He told ne
toread it and destroy it," he said.

Anwar was meki ng his defence on a charge of sodom sing Azizan in 1993.

He allegedly comitted the offence with his adopted brother businessman
Sukrma Dar mawan Sasnitaat Madja, who is also facing a second charge of
abetting Anwar in sodoni sing Azizan.

Azizan is the forner driver of Anwar's wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan
I smail.

Anwar said the Prinme Mnister had asked what was the probl em bet ween
Umi and her brother Mohd Aznin Ali, who is the forner private secretary
of Anwar.

"I told himl would find out fromAzmin," he said.

Anwar said he read the letter and the sworn statenent in his office soon
after receiving themfromthe Prine M nister.

He said he called up Azmin and told himto read the letter since it
i nvol ved his sister, and also told himto destroy both the letter and the
st at enment .

Anwar said Azmin, who read the letter, was "visibily upset that the
sister was prepared to wite the letter to snear him (Azmn), his wife and
me"

He said at this point, the Prine Mnister had yet to neet both Umi and
Azi zan, and that Dr Mahathir only nmet both of themin August |ast year for
the first tine.

To anot her question by his counsel Karpal Singh, he said the Prine
M ni st er subsequently referred to the matter of the allegations by way of
"giving ne fatherly advice".

He said Dr Mahathir told him "To ignore it, dismiss it and | earn that
in politics you are bound to receive many nore such malicious
al | egations. "

Anwar said Dr Mahathir even gave a specific exanple of a poison-pen
letter witten about hi mwhich nmade wild allegations but he (Dr Mahathir)
chose to ignore and dismiss it.

He said the Prime Mnister had also told himthat he did not |odge any
police report on the matter.

Asked what was his reaction to the allegations, he said: "I was
disturbed in a way because this happened to be the first tinme that such an
al | egati on was nade agai nst nme."



Karpal Singh: Did you contenplate any action against the witers (of the
letter and sworn statenment) at that tine?

Anwar: No, because the letter was not circulated to the public.

To anot her question, he said he told Dr Mahathir right fromthe nonent
he was handed the letter and statement that it was sl ander.

Karpal Singh: Did it cross your mind to confront Azizan Abu Bakar and

Um at that tine?

Anwar: | thought | needed to get clarification fromthemas to why they
chose to fabricate these stories but since the Prinme Mnister was very
strong in his advice and the letter was destroyed, | left it at that.

The trial was adjourned about an hour after the norning session had
begun because judge Datuk Arifin Jaka was not feeling well.

The court had sat at 9.35amw th Anwar continuing to make his defence.
However, after the adjournment, Deputy registrar Rozilah Salleh said the
trial would continue on Friday.
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