22 FEB 1999
Sabah- Reacti on
DI SSOLUTI ON BRI NGS RELI EF TO SABAH PCLI TI Cl ANS

KOTA Kl NABALU, Feb 22 (Bernamm) -- Politicians fromboth the Barisan
Nasi onal and the opposition heaved a sigh of relief over the nmuch-awaited
di ssolution of the Sabah Legislative Assenbly today.

They have been specul ating for weeks on the date of the dissolution and
of the election that will follow

I ndeed, the election had been the main topic of conversati on anong many
ordi nary Sabahans and domi nated the headlines in the |ocal newspapers.

"The dissolution was |ong-awaited and will surely be wel comed by the
people and all political parties,” said Sabah MCA chai rman Datuk Chau Tet
On shortly after Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok made the
announcenent .

Donpok hinsel f admitted to reporters that he was "greatly relieved”.

Datuk Harris Salleh, the acting president of Bersekutu, said: "Sabahans
have waited for nore than a year for this election.”

The El ection Commi sion is scheduled to neet in Kuala Lunpur tonorrow to
fix the dates for nom nation and polling.

Sabah Umo chi ef Datuk Osu Sukam said he woul d neet party president
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad soon to informhimof the candi dates the
party woul d be fi el ding.

Gsu said if nore than one BN conmponent party was eyeing a particular
seat they would conpronmise in the spirit of BN

Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) president Datuk Joseph Kurup said
today' s announcenent had put to rest specul ations that the dissolution
m ght be deferred due to di sagreenent anong the BN conponents over seat
al | ocati on.

He concurred with Gsu that such differences could be resolved in the BN
spirit.

Akar, another BN conponent, said the dissolution was accepted by al
conmponents of the coalition in the state.

Its president Datuk Pandi kar Amn Milia said the BN had | ong awaited
the opportunity to obtain a fresh mandate fromthe people for continued
devel opnent in the state.

Pandi kar Amin, who is the assenbl yman for Tenpasuk, said Akar would
abi de by the BN s decision on seat allocations.

"We hope to at | east defend the three states we are hol ding, Tenpasuk
Mat unggong and Mal al ap (previously known as Tenom," he said.

MCA's Chau, the party's sole representative in the just-dissolved
assenbly, hoped to defend the Api-Api seat which he won in 1994 on a PBS
ticket.

He said the MCA had requested two other Chinese-majority seats, Sri
Tanj ong dan Karanunting, where the incunbents are Datuk M chael Limand Lau
Pui Keong.

Both won the seats on a PBS ticket but Limlater crossed over to the
Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP), a BN component, while Lau left the PBS to
beconme an i ndependent .

For Harris Salleh, the dissolution was nade at the "best tine".

He said his Bersekutu party would field candidates in all 48
constituencies and regi ster an upset win, taking 30 to 40 seats.

Sabah PAS Conmi ssi oner Muhammad bin Tingka said the party was not
surprised by today's announcenent having predicted that the assenbly would
be dissolved this nonth.



PAS, which lost all three seats it contested in the 1994 el ecti on,
woul d field 10 candidates this tinme, he said.
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