18/ 01/ 1999
Di ssolution date: Sabah BN to study various factors

Joni st on Bangkuai

PENAMPANG, Sun. - The State Barisan Nasional needs to take into account
various factors when deciding on the date for the dissolution of the State
Legi sl ative Assenbly, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok sai d today.

He said the forthcom ng Hari Raya and Chi nese New Year cel ebrations as
wel|l as the Haj Pil grinmage season in March were anong the factors that had
to be consi dered.

He said the dissolution date was di scussed at the neeting between the
ni ne Sabah BN | eaders and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in
Kual a Lunpur yesterday but nothing concrete was deci ded.

"W briefed the Prine Mnister about the State BN s preparations for the
State el ections," he told reporters after presenting a State Governnent
contribution of RVb0O, 000 for the Fook Tet Kung tenple building fund in
Donggongon, here, today.

He said the neeting with Dr Mahathir was not held to specifically
di scuss the dissolution date and the allocation of seats, adding that
other matters such as devel opnent issues were al so deli berated.

Pressed further if he had a date in m nd for the dissolution, Donmpok
said the current termof the Assenbly was coming to an end.

The five-year termof the current 48-nmenber Assenbly, elected on Feb 18
and 19, 1994, ends on March 18.

Wil e the dissolution is decided by the Governnment of the day, the dates
for nom nation and polling are determ ned by the El ecti on Commi ssi on.

Sabah Umo i ai son chief, Datuk Osu Sukam had on his return fromKual a
Lunpur yesterday told reporters that Sabah BN | eaders had a fair idea when
the Assenbly was to be di ssol ved.

OGsu, who is Deputy Chief Mnister and Finance M nister, was anong the
State BN conponent | eaders who attended the nmeeting with Dr Mahat hir who
i s the national BN chairnman

Asked if problens pertaining to the allocation of seats were hol ding him
fromdeci ding the Assenbly's di ssolution date, Donpok said there were not
much di fferences anong the BN conponent parties on the matter.

The ni ne BN conponent parties in Sabah are Umo, Parti Denpkratik Sabah
(PDS), Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP), Angkatan Keadil an Rakyat (Akar),
Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS), Liberal Denocratic Party (LDP), MCA
M C and Ger akan.

Umo has 21 seats in the Assenbly, followed by PDS (11), SAPP (five),
Akar (three), PBRS (two), MCA (one), Independent (one) and the Opposition
Parti Bersatu Sabah (four).

On the selection of candi dates, Donpok said it was not a problemas the
BN had al ready gone t hrough so rmany el ecti ons.
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