23/ 02/ 1999

Di ssolution no surprise to public

KOTA KI NABALU, Mon. - The dissolution of the State Legislative Assenbly
today cane as no surprise as the i ssue had been bandi ed about for sone
tine.

Menbers of the public interviewed on the timng of the dissolution were
generally of the opinion that it was expected.

Patrick Sindu, 45, president of the Consumers' Association of Sabah and
Federal Territory Labuan said:

"I amnot surprised that they (the Governnment) dissolved the State
Assenbly because its present termhas ended and polls have to be called
for to elect a new State Governnent."

He said voters shoul d have absolute freedomin exercising their rights
t hrough the bal |l ot box.

"Al'l that consuners hope for fromthe new y-el ected State Governnent is
nore tangi bl e benefits to inprove their livelihood," he said.

He added that the people faced problens fromthe high cost of I|iving.

Li ght Nanis, 50, executive director of the DPBS Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd, said
the dissolution of the State Assenbly was expect ed.

He said the State Assenbly had to be dissolved to allow State el ections
to be held.

Foll owing the three-day visit to Sabah by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad, the State was rife with specul ati ons on the dissolution
of the Assenbly.
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