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Dr M Barisan Nasional will retain Permatang Pauh in polls

Azm M Anshar; Marina Emmanuel
PENANG, Fri. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad couldn't help
but chuckl e at the question

"Are you canpai gning already,” a foreign reporter asked himat a Press
conference today after he | aunched the PG, a new Intel plant at the Bayan
Lepas Free Industrial Zone.

Dr Mahathir said the Opposition parties had been canpai gning for the
past two years.

"You nmust give us a chance to canpaign for at | east one year before the
el ection perhaps (laughs)."

On his visit yesterday to Permatang Pauh, the parlianmentary constituency
of sacked Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Dr Mhathir
dism ssed any "political significance" although it was his first visit
si nce the sacking.

However, he held talks with State and Permat ang Pauh Umo | eaders and
expl ai ned the situation.

"I told themit is up to you to explain to your people," he said. "I
don't want to talk about this problemin front of an audi ence which is
really not interested in that problem"”

Dr Mahathir rated the Barisan Nasional's chances in the com ng genera
el ection as "very good" even when reporters raised the notion that there
was still support for his fornmer deputy.

Smiling and | aughing, he nmaintained there was little support for Anwar.

"Al'l who used to be with himare nowin the party," he said. "They have
not left, unlike in 1987 when a |lot of party nmenbers and | eaders left to
j oi n Tengku Razal ei gh (Hanezah).

"The | eaders here have not left ... maybe they have some doubts but we
can cl ear the doubts.

Asked whet her this neant Anwar was no |onger an issue, Dr Mahathir said
it wasn't an issue "to be raised in public".

"But anmong us, we still have to discuss details because as you know what
is done is not sonething we can talk about in public, not sinply because
of the trial that is going on but because the subject is so filthy that we
don't nmention it in public.”

However, he conceded there may be doubters and fanatics who woul d
mai ntain their beliefs.

On feedback from State Umo | eaders, especially in Permatang Pauh where
the feeling on the ground was that Parti Keadil an Nasional was maki ng
i nroads, he said: "Well, you saw for yourself the turnout yesterday.
think the State | eaders are quite convinced that they have turned around
quite a lot and they can turn around nost of the rest.

"W'l|l see when the elections come whether |I'mright or wong."

Dr Mahathir said he did not know whether the BN coul d garner the sanme
nunber of votes in Permatang Pauh but was certain it would wn.

Questioned on the DAP's chances, Dr Mahathir said: "The DAP is worse.
Many (| eaders and nmenbers) have resigned, it is utterly divided because it
is led by a dictator who cannot stand dissent or criticism |f soneone
criticises him he will be expelled."

On overtures by the State MCA to take over the Chief Mnister's post, Dr
Mahat hir said "everybody nmakes overtures".

On a report in the Chinese-language Guang M ng Daily that he woul d
di ssol ve Parlianment as early as tonorrow, agai n he | aughed.



"They nust know sonet hing which | don't," he said. "They can read ny
m nd? They have an Intel chip inside and they' re tracking and tapping to
read ny mnd."
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