10 JUN 1999
Mahat hir-Life
DON T LOSE GOOD LI FE, MAHATH R TELLS PECPLE

KUALA LUMPUR, June 10 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said Mal aysians risk losing the good life they are
enjoying now i f the next general election is allowed to result in a hung
parlianment |eaving no strong party to rule the country.

"Ml aysi ans cannot take things for granted. If we have a hung
parliament and no strong party to rule, then the good life they are
enjoying will no |onger be there.

"In fact, they will suffer economically, socially and politically," he
sai d.

The prime mnister said this when reporters approached himon his
message to Mal aysian voters in the com ng general election after |aunching
an Umo Youth pre-poll special canp at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC)
here.

Present at the cl osed-door function were Deputy Prime M nister and Umo
vi ce-president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi, party secretary-genera
Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, Cabinet mnisters, Umo Suprene Council nenbers and
veteran party | eaders.

Asked whet her he has decided on the election date, Dr Mahathir said it
woul d be definitely be held before July next year

"That day | said April, but it is actually July,"” he said.

"We can have it any tine, but we don't want to waste public noney by
having election early or often," he said.

Asked about what he thought of the opposition, Dr Mahathir said they
were | ess serious as they were busy fighting each other

He said the opposition | acked the objective or interest in devel oping
the country or in giving Mal aysians a good |ife.

They were just interested in pursuing their private anbition, he said.

On predictions that the governing Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition would
| ose sone seats in the northern peninsular states, the prinme mnister said
the BN woul d | ose sone and wi n sone.

"These are predictions before each election but every tine they are
wrong," said Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chairman and Umo president.

He al so said he would resune his nation-w de tour soon after a short
br eak.

"I have gone to Sabah, Johor, Selangor and I will go to other states
i ncl udi ng Kedah to nmeet Umo nenbers and grassroots,"” he said.

He said the turn-out at his recent state tours was big and the feedback
he recei ved about the masses' support for the BN was very good.

On suggestions that Ml aysi an students abroad woul d be voting agai nst
the governing coalition in the com ng general election, Dr Mahathir said
this could be so anong those influenced by the opposition

"I'f we ask them (anti-governnment students) they indeed give the
i npression that every student abroad is so-inclined,” Dr Mihathir said.

The prime mnister said that Ml aysian students overseas were largely
grateful to the governnent and aware that they woul d not have been able to
pursue hi gher education if not for governnent bursaries.

"The grateful ones will support the government,"” he added.
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