13 SEP 1999
Law Meddl er s
DO NOT | GNORE COMVENTS ON DECI SI ONS, SAYS BAR COUNCI L

PETALI NG JAYA, Sept 13 (Bernamm) -- The Ml aysi an Bar Council today
said comments over recent decisions of Ml aysian courts should not be
i gnored or brushed aside by castigating those who make them as neddl ers.

Bar Council president R R Chelvarajah said of late, a nunber of
deci sions of |ocal courts given in a nunber of high-profile cases had been
adversely conmented on both locally and internationally.

"They (such coments) should be seriously considered with a viewto
taki ng renedi al neasures as may be required,” he said in his remarks at the
openi ng of the 12th Comonweal th Law Conf erence here.

Chel varaj ah said nothing was nore debilitating to a nation than to have
a judiciary which did not command the respect and confidence of the public.

He said one principle of cormon | aw which | awyers nmust not allow to be
eroded was the independence of the judiciary.

"On this principle, judges are not the servants of the governnent; they
are the servants of justice.

"And, it is their function to see that justice is done not only between
i ndi vi dual s but al so between individuals and the State,” he said.

The four-day conference, organised by the Cormmonweal th Lawyers'

Associ ation and the Bar Council, was opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

Chel varaj ah said recent decisions in high-profile cases | ed many
| awyers and judges froma nunber of Commonweal th countries to question the
wi sdom of hol di ng the conference in Kuala Lunpur.

He said the Bar Council of Ml aysia saw the issue in a different way.

"We feel strongly that it is because of these present circunstances
t hat distinguished | awers and em nent judges of the Comobnweal th shoul d
conme together to join us here to discuss openly and make known our common
concerns and views," he said.
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