19 APR 1999
Mohanmed- BN
DO NOT | NSI ST ON SEAT ALLOCATI ONS

JOHOR BAHARU, April 19 (Bernamm) -- Barisan Nasional (BN) conponent
parti es have been asked not to insist when it conmes to seat allocations for
the comi ng general election.

BN secretary general Datuk Seri Mhaned Rahmat said such a matter
should not turn out to be a problemto the BN

"Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, the BN chairman, will decide on it
after due consideration is given to the BN s ability to field the right
candi dates, " he said.

Mohamed, the Information Mnister, said after a special briefing for
the Johor Information Department staff here today that each component party
woul d be given responsibilities to carry out at various |evels.

"These include obtaining seats in the Dewan Negara, Dewan Rakyat, State
Legi sl ative Assenblies and town and district councils,” he said.

Peopl e's Progressive Party (PPP) president Datuk M Kayveas said | ast
nmont h that the BN conponent party was preparing a nmenorandum concer ni ng
seat allocations for the com ng general election.

He said PPP wi shed to be allocated seats to contest in Perak, Pulau
Pi nang, Kedah, Sel angor, W/ ayah Persekutuan, Melaka and Johor.

PPP was not allocated any seat in the 1995 general election.

Mohamed said the BN acknow edged the PPP's role as a partner but he
hoped it would not be too insistent concerning seat allocations.

"I hope when the issue is decided, all conponent parties will accept it
in good faith," he said.

He said the BN has al ways been prepared for the general election and he
is confident this would help ensure the BN a big w n.

He added that new devel opnents in Ml aysia such as the energence of new
parties and ot her issues have only strengthened the BN s resolve to work
harder for the people.
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