13/ 05/ 1999

Do not marginalise the young

ITis with the young that the future of the country rests. It follows
therefore the aspirations of the country, in socio-econom c devel opnent,
shoul d be tinctured with the hopes as well as the fears of the youth. They
will be the future | eaders; they will, collectively, man the cogs of the
econom ¢ engine. So it would be wise to listen to their voice, to take
note of their perceptions both of which are not and will not always be in
sync with the vision and the road taken by | eaders of the country. For the
young, by nature, by tenper and by zeal, are given to idealism That
sentiment is neither good nor bad in itself. But it has to be tenpered by
realities of life.

This is one conviction that the Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, has grasped. Soci o-econonmic and political devel opnents of the
past few nonths appeared to have margi nalised the views of the young. This
is manifested in their fears that their hopes have not been given due
consi deration by the country's decision nmakers, whether in politics,
econom cs or education. And so Dr Mahathir addressed about 100 | eaders of
20 youth novenents, representing a broad spectrumof the country's youth
in a two-hour dial ogue on Monday.

Fromthe feedback provided by many | eaders of youth novenents, the
sessi on organi sed by the Youth and Sports Mnistry was beneficial. |Indeed,
one yout h | eader even described it as "very enlightening". Dr Mahathir
briefed the gathering on the steps taken by the Governnent and the role
t he young should play to revive the econony. He expl ai ned the concept of
patrioti smand how they could inculcate this noble ideal in their lives.
He answered candi dly questions on Malaysia's international role, the
country's road to econoni c devel opment and the proposed Hudud | aws. In
sum as another youth nmovenent | eader described it, the session was an
"eye- opener".

We share Young Mal aysi an Movenent president's assessnent that if
political and econom c issues are explained to the young, they can
rationalise and accept them For they too have a mnd, an open m nd,
however idealistic their actions mght manifest their thoughts through
actions at times. And so we support the call by another youth official
that CGovernnent | eaders should ermul ate the exanple initiated by the Prine
M ni ster.

Cabinet mnisters, Mentris Besar and Chief Mnisters were urged to hold
regul ar di al ogues with the young to explain current issues. W al so agree
with the viewthat the Governnent shoul d open nore channel s of
communi cation to explicate to the young progranmes and poli ci es,
especially those that affect their education and |ives. Through these
channel s they should |isten and consider their grievances.

In this regard we appl aud the nove by the Education Mnistry to conduct
one-day seminars at 14 centres nationwi de. In these sessions new
university entrants would be briefed on |life as undergraduates, on the
various | oans available to themand, nore inportantly, the tal ks would
enabl e the students to have a better understandi ng of national policies.
The sessions, to be held on Friday and which has an inpressive |list of
m nisters and deputy mnisters, are testinony to the Governnent's
realisation that the young have a role to play in nation building, that
they shoul d not be marginalised and that it is far, far better to explain
national issues to themdirectly.
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