22/ 10/ 1999
Don't overl ook the benefits gained fromUniversity Act

Hi sham Abdul | ah

IN Indonesia, it |looks |ike the students are very politically-m nded and
are responsi ble for nost of the denonstrations and riots breaking out in
that country.

In ny view, it is a blessing in disguise that we have the University and
Uni versity Col | eges Act.

Anong ot her things, the Act prohibits students fromtaking any active
part in political activities including the holding of any unaut hori sed
gathering or denobnstration while they are still studying in universities
or col | eges.

The last thing we want to see is our universities and col |l eges turning
into a nest or haven for the students to carry out, alnost at wll,
unheal thy political activities against the governnent which are
detrinental to the peace and security of our country and which m ght have
an adverse effect on our econonic stability.

We also do not like to see our country becone |ike | ndonesia where
massi ve street denonstrations and rioting | ed by radi cal students had
resulted in the downfall of governnents.

The 1998 refornasi denonstrations were held in Kuala Lunpur by pro-Anwar
supporters, certain political activist groups and sonme di sgruntled Umo
and fornmer Umo nenbers, including msguided students.

They were inspired by the so-called Alternatif Party and denonstrated to
force the governnent under Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad
to resign, but they failed niserably.

This is because the najority of the people are still solidly behind the
Prime M nister, under whose | eadership this country has progressed.

The unaut hori sed gat hering held by about a hundred students at the
Uni versity of Malaya prenises recently during the visit by Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi when t he students made a nunber
of demands like calling for a Royal Comm ssion to be set up to enquire
into the all eged Anwar arseni c poi soning case, |eads to strong suspicion
that certain schem ng opposition politicians or quarters closely aligned
to opponents of the Government are poi soning the m nds of the students.

The students should be wary of such tactics adopted by these opposition
groups, who are hell-bent on disrupting the peace and security of the
country to gain mleage for their own selfish ends.

The students shoul d therefore concentrate nore on their studies.

Sonme of themcoul d be destined to becone the future | eaders of this
country if they stay out of trouble.

They shoul d not get deeply involved in unhealthy political activities,
or they might live to regret this for the rest of their lives.

Political issues should be left to the Governnent and the political
parties to handl e.

It nmust be renenbered that the Governnent knows what is best for the
peopl e and t he students.

| personally feel that there are good reasons for nmaintaining the
Uni versity and University Col |l eges Act.

As for the Anwar poisoning issue, there is no doubt the opposition is
politicising it to gain synpathy and votes in the conming general election
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