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Si ngapor e- Busi ness Ti nes
DOCUMENT VERI FI ED BY SOURCES, SAI D BT EDI TOR

SI NGAPCORE, Jan 16 (Bernama) -- Singapore's Business Tines (BT) said it
had verified fromits own sources a docunent cited in an article published
by the newspaper of a purported secret neeting agai nst sacked Ml aysi an
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimheld | ast Novenber.

The newspaper today carried the full text by Milaysia's Information
M ni ster Datuk Seri Mhanmed Rahmat refuting the article and that the
so-cal l ed "l eaked docunent” detailing the neeting was a "fabrication” that
was posted on the Internet a nonth ago.

"We thank Information M nister Datuk Mohamed Rahmat for his statenent
and we are happy to run it in full.

"W wish to clarify, however, that the docunent cited in our article
was not obtained fromthe Internet. W obtained it fromour own sources and
we did take steps to verify its authenticity.

"W published the story on the belief that it was accurate and we had
no ill intentions," said BT editor Patrick Daniel in a footnote.

The Jan 13 article witten by BT s regional analysis editor Yang Razali
Kassi m quoting an all eged "l eaked docunment™ fromthe purported secret
meeting held at Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s residence
on Nov 5.

The article said the nmeeting was to plot "Round Two" in the war agai nst
Anwar who was sacked as the country's nunber two and finance mnister in
Septenber and Dr Mahathir allegedly admtted to making fundamental nistakes
in handling the Anwar affair.

Apart from Mohamed, others naned attendi ng the neeting were Umo
treasurer Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chik
and several other Umo notable menbers, Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Thanby Chi k,
Tan Sri Sanusi Junid, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and Datuk |brahimAli.

BT's sister newspaper, The Straits Tinmes, has reported denials by Abdul
Rahi m and | brahim

Mohamed said he categorically denied any such neeting took place and
viewed the article as an ill-intentioned attenpt to underm ne both the
ruling Barisan Nasional (BN) governnment and Umo under Dr Mahathir's
| eader shi p.

"At a tinme when bilateral relations between Singapore and Ml aysia are
on the nmend, such unprovoked and ill-intentioned articles by a respectable
newspaper in the republic cannot be good for the healing process.

"I hope that it was pure bad journalismrather than any ot her agenda by
the witer or the Singapore Business Tinmes that result in this article and
was reproduced in The New Paper," said Mdhamed who is also BN
secretary-general .
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