29/ 08/ 1999
Don: Studi es on Bunmi students hypotheti cal

T. Thant

PENANG, Sat. - Academnmic Tan Sri Professor Dr Awang Had Sal | eh cont ended
today that studi es conducted on the declining perfornmance of Bum putera
students so far were "hypothetical and specul ati ve".

"Al t hough studi es had been done in the past, they were only a few
i sol ated ones,"” Awang Had sai d, when conmenting on reports claimng
serious deterioration in the performance of Bum putera students in
institutions of higher [|earning.

Awang Had, a distinguished acadenic, proposed a concerted effort by al
parties to carry out systematic studies to identify the root causes.

"There is no one single reason, but a conbination of nmultiple factors
that is the cause of the decline,"” Awang Had cont ended.

He outlined them as:

* dietary habits - Bumi putera students are nore prone to consune food
with high chol estrol which often affects their concentration as they
becone "l ethargic";

* their over-indul gence in non-academnm c activities;

* their reluctance to take risks like venturing into difficult areas or
subj ects or taking on academ c chal |l enges.

* Cunul ative deficiency - as nost Buniputera students cone fromrura
primary schools that generally have poor facilites and | ess experienced
teachers. They al so have a tendency to be contented with 50 per cent
achi evenent, and this attitude renains even when they nove to higher
| evel s of educati on,

* Psychol ogi cal - "sense of security" anong Bumi putera students that
they "have and will get everything, for being Bum puteras”.

Awang Had was speaking to reporters after launching a "Certificate in
Education” training programme for the acadenmic staff of the Informatics
group of colleges at Wsma |Informatics today.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohaned had recently made an
enoti onal appeal to teachers to help alleviate the declining academc
performance of Bumi putera students in institutes of higher |earning.

"In inparting know edge, the challenge for the present-day teacher is
mul ti-faceted in that it enconpasses the roles of a notivator,
facilitator, advisor as well as inspiration-generator,” said Awang Had.

Awang Had was vice-chancell or of Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia and
| ater of Universiti Utara Ml aysi a before bei ng appoi nted Speci al Advi ser
to the Education Mnistry.

He retired fromgovernment service in 1989 and is currently Universiti
Pendi di kan Sultan Idris chairman and I nformatics Mal aysia's academ ¢
advi sory board chai rman
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