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Don't take nei ghbours for granted

EVERY tine Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad | aunches an attack agai nst
foreign el enents out to mani pul ate, domi nate, dictate, colonise, swndle
and rob Malaysia and its people, the Prime Mnister is accused of
rhetorics. As he told the Umo CGeneral Assenbly yesterday, each tine he
criticises the West he woul d be accused of trying to divert attention away
fromthe problens at hone. But what many Mal aysi ans don't realise is that
these foreign el enents need not be in Europe or America. C oser to hone,
so-cal l ed friends and nei ghbours across the Causeway have devel oped a
tendency to undermni ne what this country stands for.

Take the Singapore Business Tines' editorial yesterday for instance.
Doing an Al Core, the financial daily has seen it fit to deci de on what
shoul d be good for Ml aysian politics and denbcracy. Ml aysia, the
editorial said, would be better off led by a new teamin the new

m |l ennium Wnning the general elections will not seal Dr Mahathir's

| egacy because that will only conme if he can set the foundations for

Mal aysi a' s sustai ned econom ¢ progress in the new m || enniumunder a new
team That will be served best if he allows fresh faces to energe and new
ideas to blossom said the editorial. It added that "thi ngs cannot bode
well for its (Malaysia's) future" when the nanmes of Tengku Razal ei gh
Hanzah and Tan Sri Miusa Hitamwere being nmentioned for a possible return
in the Umo | eadership. It said the Bari san Nasional coalition has been
characteri sed by conponent parties which show a very | ow propensity for
renewal . It pointed out that Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik has been at the
hel m of the MCA since 1986, Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu of M C since 1980,
and that Cerakan has not seen a | eadership change for nore than a decade
For sure, the Singapore Business Tinmes' editorial can put Al Gore to
shame for his performance | ast Novenber which nust now seemfl accid
conmpared with the editorial. If the editors of the newspaper think

Mal aysi ans shoul d take kindly to their holier-than-thou views, they are
taking their nei ghbours for granted. They have al so over-estimated the
process of denocracy in their little island. They have chosen to forget
that the | eaders of the conponent parties in Malaysia are all elected in
free and cl ean general elections and party el ections. Perhaps the majority
of Mal aysian voters are rural folks but they are not stupid. And nost
inmportantly, they have nothing to fear, no "Big Brother" syndrone to scare
theminto voting for the ruling party. As a result, this country has an
Qpposition in Parlianent; PAS, for exanple, governs an entire state. Mst
of the Opposition parties also are | ed by seasoned and experi enced

| eaders, sone for over a decade.

We will remmin puzzled by what the Singapore Business Tines is trying to
achi eve. Tengku Razaleigh is right to say that it is inproper for the
paper to coment on the | eadership of this country as it makes them appear
as agents trying to incite trouble. People who have such vi ews have
notives to disrupt good rel ati ons between countries and peoples. |Is that
what the editorial wanted to achieve, or are they exercising a new found
press freedomwhere they are free to criticise as long as it's not their
own Governnent? Singapore was governed by M Lee Kuan Yew for 31 years, a
record that no Malaysian Prime Mnister, no MCA, MC, or Cerakan | eaders
are likely to match. Perhaps the Singapore Business Tinmes was trying to
tell Malaysians not to nake the sane ni stake that Singaporeans did in this
depart nent ? Mal aysi ans can expect nore of such fromacross the Causeway.



Very recently, on June 2, the Singapore Straits Tinmes also found it fit to
question Mal aysia's ability to becone a professional player in the globa
mar ket. It accused the Governnent of holding the illegal Central Limt
Order Book (CLOB) issue hostage of local politics. The Ml aysi an
Governnent hardly responded to that because this country does not wish to
be cowed by other people's small-m ndedness. But there's alinmt to
everything, and it is hoped that the editors across the Causeway know
theirs. Let the foreigners who tried to do this region in fight their own
battle; Singapore and its newspapers do not have to do them any favours.
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