19 JUN 1999
Paper -editori al
DON T TAKE NEI GHBOURS FOR GRANTED, S PORE TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernanmm) -- Business Tines, Milaysia' s financial
dai ly, today | anbasted a Singapore newspaper with the sane nane which
yesterday ran an editorial seen as meddling in Ml aysian affairs.

Inits editorial today with the heading "Don't take nei ghbours for
granted", Business Tinmes asked whether the Singapore daily was "exercising
a newfound press freedomwhere they are free to criticise as long as it's
not their own governnent."

The Si ngapore Business Tinmes' editorial had said that w nning the
general election will not seal Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s | egacy "because that will only conme if he can set the foundations
for Mal aysia's sustai ned economc progress in the new mllenni umunder a
new team"

The paper al so said "things cannot bode well for its (Ml aysia's)
future” when the nanes of Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah and Tan Sri Musa Hitam
were being nentioned for a possible return in the Umo | eadershi p.

It said the Barisan Nasional had been characterised by conponent
parties which show a very | ow propensity for renewal .

The Mal aysi an Busi ness Tinmes said that many Ml aysi ans do not realise
that the foreign elements Dr Mahathir often spoke about which are out to
under m ne Mal aysi a need not be in Europe or Anerica.

"Cl oser to home, so-called friends and nei ghbours across the Causeway
have devel oped a tendency to underm ne what this country stands for," it
sai d.

The paper said if the editors of the Singapore daily think Ml aysians
shoul d take kindly to their holier-than-thou views, then they are taking
t hei r nei ghbours for granted.

They have al so over-estimted the process of denocracy in their little
i sl and.

"Perhaps the majority of Malaysian voters are rural folks but they are
not stupid. And nost inportantly, they have nothing to fear, no 'Big
Brot her' syndrone to scare theminto voting for the ruling party.”

As a result Ml aysia has an opposition in Parlianment and PAS for
exanpl e governs an entire state.

Si ngapore, the paper said, was governed by Lee Kuan Yew for 31 years, a
record no Mal aysian Prine Mnister, no MCA, MC or Cerakan | eaders are
likely to match.

The Business Tinmes noted that the Singapore Straits Tinmes recently
found it fit to question Malaysia's ability to becone a professional player
in the gl obal market.

The Si ngapore paper al so accused the Ml aysian governnent of hol di ng
the illegal Central Limt Order Book (CLOB) issue hostage of | ocal
politics.

The Busi ness Tinmes said Ml aysi ans can expect nore of such from
Si ngapore "but there's a limt to everything and it is hoped that the
editors across the Causeway know theirs.”
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