17 JAN 1999
Donpok- BN
DOVPOK KEEPS MUM ON ELECTI ON DATE

KOTA KI NABALU, Jan 17 (Bernamm) -- Sabah Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard
Donpok today kept the guessing gane going on the date for the dissolution
of the State Legislative Assenbly.

He said the matter was not specifically discussed at the neeting
between Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and the Sabah Bari san
Nasi onal (BN) component |eaders in Kuala Lunmpur yesterday.

However, Donmpok expressed confidence that the governing BN would wi n
the state el ection outright.

"The BN | eaders did not come to see the Prine Mnister specifically to
tal k about the state election... we tal k about Sabah in general and since
the end of the Assenbly's termis approaching, naturally the subject crops
up," he told reporters here.

"The el ection dates were not specifically discussed nor did we
determ ne the candidates for the election.”

He did not foresee any nmajor difference in opinion anong the Sabah BN
conponent parties on the allocation of seats.

Al'l nine Sabah BN conponent parties were represented at the neeting
with Dr Mahat hir yesterday.

Donpok, who is al so Sabah BN chairman, said the state el ection dates
shoul d no |l onger be an issue since the current State Legislative Assenbly
was al ready towards the end of its term

The term of the Assenbly, with 48 el ected nmenbers and si x nom nat ed
nmenbers, ends on March 18.

He said the Sabah BN conponent |eaders briefed the Prine Mnister on
the party's strength and standing and "we know we will be |eading the state
into the new mllennium"™

Donpok earlier presented RVb0OO, 000 as part of the state governnent's
RML.5 million contribution for the construction of a new building for the
Fook Tet Kung tenple in Donggongon, near here.
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