16/ 02/ 1999

Donpok likely to be chall enged by Ml akun

KOTA Kl NABALU, Mon. - Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Dompok is likely to
be chal | enged by Dat uk C arence Bongkos Ml akun of Parti Bersatu Sabah in
Moyog in the State el ections.

Donpok, who is Sabah Bari san Nasi onal head and Parti Denpkrati k Sabah
president, announced recently that he woul d be defending his seat despite
being offered by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad a seat in
anot her consti tuency.

Uni t ed Pasok Nunukragang National Organisation (Pasok) is also reported
to be fielding its deputy president O etus Mjinggol for the Kadazandusun
majority seat.

The candi dacy of Ml akun, the PBS divisional head for Myog, was
confirmed when PBS announced that the party would be fielding six of its
Mermbers of Parlianent.

The Penanpang MP Paul Noi nten, who defeated Donpok, then a Mnister in
the Prime Mnister's Departnent in the 1995 parlianentary el ections, is
not on the final candidates' |ist.

The contest between Donpok and Mal akun will be the second as the two
respect ed Kadazandusun | eaders al so faced each other in the February 1994
State el ections.

Donpok contested on the PBS ticket and won the seat with 6,615 votes
agai nst 3,360 garnered by Ml akun who stood as an I ndependent. Donpok,
however, quit PBS to form PDS, now one of the nine BN conponent nenbers in
Sababh.

Mal akun' s candi dacy in the 1985 el ection was rejected on objections that
he still owed the Governnent sonme noney. The seat was won by I gnatius
Mal anj um of Pasok.

Mal anj um was, however, was renoved fromhis seat when Mal akun won an
el ection petition where his disqualification was declared null and void by
the H gh Court.

Meanwhi | e, Pasok president Peter Oyong Lobinjang said he would be
contesting in Inanam currently held by PDS vice-president Datuk Steven
Kut ai .

In Bi ngkor, Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Joseph Kurup will be facing PBS
i ncunbent Datuk Dr Jeffrey Kitingan.

Kurup who heads Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah won the Sook seat on PBS
ticket in the 1994 el ections. Follow ng the redelineation of the electora
boundari es, Sook no | onger exists and Kurup is certain to be BN candi date
i n Bi ngkor.

Mnister in the Chief Mnister's Departnent Datuk Yong Teck Lee said he
woul d defend his Likas seat should the BN | eadership noninate himto
contest the now Muslimmajority area.

Until the redelineation Likas had been a Chinese majority seat and won
by Yong in the 1985, 1986 and 1990 on PBS ticket. He retained the seat for
BN in 1994.

Yong, a former Chief Mnister and now president of Sabah Progressive
Party, will face another former Chief Mnister Datuk Harris Salleh, the
acting president of Barisan Rakyat Sabah Ber sekut u.

Harris had announced that he woul d contest in Likas.
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