21/ 06/ 1999

Don't squabbl e over choice of candi dates, urges Pak Lah

UWMNO nmenbers shoul d not squabbl e over the choice of candidates for the
com ng general election but strive towards ensuring a two-third majority
victory for Barisan Nasional (BN), Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw sai d.
"Qur first agenda is to win the election, not by a small najority but a
bi gger margin or at least maintain a two-third majority.
"This election is inportant to us as it may be the last in this century
or the first in the next century,"” he told del egates at yesterday.
Replying to points raised by del egates at the assenbly, Abdullah, who is
Umo vice-president perfornming the duties of deputy president, said
menbers shoul d accept and respect any decision on the choice of candidates
for the general election, scheduled at anytime fromnow until July next
year.
"W have to prove to others that we do not have any problemin
nom nati ng our candi dates. Therefore, we have to remain united and strive
t owar ds excel |l ence, " he said.
Abdul | ah said he hinself as well as other |eaders of BN s conponents
wi || adhere and accept any directive fromPrime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad to ensure victories.
"W have proven this in Sabah (during the state election in March 1999),
where BN was not given any chance at the begi nning but nmanaged to pul
through and win the election with a large mgjority," he said.
"Umo nmenbers remain ready to obey the | eadership's instructions and not
to oppose ... are still ready to face any chall enges and will not accept
def eat .
Abdul | ah, who is also Home M nister thanked and expressed his
appreciation to the police and arny for hel ping to ensure peace and
security in the country, particularly during the recent street
denonstrations in Kual a Lunpur.
He regretted that young people were involved in street denpbnstrations
near Kanpung Baru and in the Chow Kit areas, which he explained as venues
of the bl oody racial riot on May 13 1969.
Using their wi sdomand patience, while at the sane tine firmin
di scharging their duties and responsibilities, Abdullah said the police
were able to stop the denponstrations and riots from spreadi ng beyond Kual a
Lunpur without any |loss of life.
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