26 FEB 1999
Mot or cycl e- Test
DOOHAN AND KOCI NSKI TO TEST AT SEPANG Cl RCUI T NEXT MONTH

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 26 (Bernama) -- Five-tine world chanpi on M chael
Doohan and i naugural Mal aysian Grand Prix chanpi on John Kocinski will |ead
a strong field of 500cc riders for the second | RTA test session at the
Sepang International Crcuit (SIC) next nonth.

A total of 19 riders will be testing their machines over a four-day
sessi on whi ch begins on March 11, two days after the official opening of
the 5.542kmcircuit by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

SIC chi ef executive officer Datuk Ahmad Bakri Shabdin said today the
| arge nunmber of riders testing showed that they were serious about the
Mal aysi an Grand Pri x.

"This track is challenging and all of themw Il want to do well here
especially since the Malaysian GP is the opening round,"” he said. The
Mal aysian GP will be staged fromApril 16 to 18.

The I RTA (I nternational Racing Team Associ ation) testing session was
first conducted at the circuit fromFeb 2 to 5.

Doohan, who was not here for the first session, will be riding at the
circuit for the first tine.

The Australian, who has been unbeatable on his Honda for the past five
years, will be out to learn the circuit well for the Mal aysian | eg of the
World Grand Prix Chanpi onship, the opening round of the 1999 season.

Hot on Doohan's heels wi Il be Kocinski, who is no newconer to the
Mal aysi an raci ng scene, having raced here a nunber of tinmes. However,

Koci nski, who will also be astride a Honda, has been known to revel in the
heat .

In the inaugural race at the Shah Alamcircuit in 1991, Kocinski bl azed
the tracks with sonme good tinmes and went on to take the chequered fl ag.

The other riders who will be here for the test session include Max
Biaggi, Alex Criville, Charlos Checa, Norick Abe, Tadayuki Okada, Kenny
Roberts Jr, Sinon Crafar and Tetsuya Harada.

Besi des the 500cc riders, seven riders fromthe 250cc category wl|l
al so conduct their test during the period.

They are Tohru Wkawa (Honda), Ralf \Wal dmann (Aprilia), Jereny
MWIIliams (Aprilia), Anthony West (Honda). Johan Stigefelt (Yamaha),
Marcel lino Lucchi (Aprilia) and Valentino Rossi (Aprilia).

Meanwhi | e, admission for the public to the I RTA test session at the
circuit is RVb per entry.

Among those who will be attending the opening cerenony of the circuit
are Doohan, Formul a One chanpi on M ka Hakki nen and Petronas Sauber Bul |
teamdrivers Pedro Diniz and Jean Al esi.

Admi ssion for the opening cerenony is also RVb per entry.
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