17 SEP 1999
Mahat hi r - BN
DON' T GAMBLE FUTURE ON BARI SAN ALTERNATI F, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KOTA KI NABALU, Sept 17 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad toni ght called on Mal aysians not to ganble with their
future by voting for the opposition “Barisan Alternatif' (Alternative
Front) in the next general election.

"Believe ne, Barisan Alternatif is no alternative to the people and the
future of Malaysia," he said at a dinner hosted by the Sabah government at
the Pan Pacific Sutera Hotel, here.

The di nner was attended by political and conmunity | eaders,
non- gover nnent al organi sati ons and governnent officials.

Dr Mahathir said "Barisan Alternatif' conprising PAS, DAP, Parti
Keadi | an Nasi onal and Parti Rakyat Ml aysia (PRM had four objectives,
unli ke the Barisan Nasional's single objective of bringing greater
devel opnent and prosperity for the people.

"One is interested in forming an Islamc state, another to set up a
Mal aysi an Mal aysi a, another to rel ease sonebody who is jailed while the
[ ast is thinking about socialism which has been di scarded by all
soci al i sts and conmuni sts, " he said.

"BN, which, has been in power since independence in 1957 has served

Mal aysi a very well. The people nust ensure that BN continues to be in power
after the election,” he said.
Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairnman, said the ruling coalition still has a

ot of things that need to be done, including in Sabah.

"When we nake prom ses, we prom se only what we can inplenment. But
Bari san Alternatif makes all kinds of prom ses because they know that they
m ght not win the election,” he said.

"BN wi shed to be retained as we have yet to conplete efforts. The BN
efforts run into 10, 20 and 30 years into the future."

He added that as the BN cane up with the Vision 2020 which ainms to turn
Mal aysia into a fully devel oped nation, then only the BN is capabl e of
seeing it through.

Dr Mahathir said a country |ike Mal aysia needed a strong government.

"W need a strong governnment not to change the constitution. But, a
strong government is needed for countries |like Malaysia to protect itself
fromthe dangers of the new century,” he said.

He said Mal aysia would be recolonised if it had a weak governnent and
| ed by weak | eaders.

He said the BN governnent served the people and not the |eaders.

Dr Mahathir said he hinself would not allow BN | eaders to forsake the
peopl e.

As to when the general election will be held, he said it would be
announced if the BN is confident of a big victory.
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