12/ 01/ 1999

DPM | will strive for people-friendly adm nistration

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi said today that he will strive to ensure a people-friendly
adm ni stration at the Hone Mnistry.

Abdul | ah, who has al so been appoi nted Hone M nister, said he would
strive to neet the aspiration of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad in ensuring a people-friendly adm nistration by giving i nedi ate
attention to problens raised by the public.

"He (Dr Mahathir) wants departnents under the Hone Mnistry to adopt a
nore people-friendly attitude.

"To me, there should be no problemin inplenenting such an approach,"” he
told reporters after calling on Dr Mahathir at the Prine Mnister's
Depart ment, here.

At the 30-m nute neeting, Dr Mahathir briefed himon his duties
following his appointnent to the two posts.

Abdul | ah, who was Foreign Mnister prior to his new appoi ntnent, said
that his duties as Deputy Prine Mnister would be further specified by
Chi ef Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli.

At the neeting, Dr Mahathir also inforned Abdullah of his nenbership in
the National Economi c Action Council which neets every working day except
on Wednesdays when the Cabinet holds its weekly neeting.

He was, however, not inforned of his post or position in the NEAC except
that he was a nenber of its executive comittee which holds regul ar
meetings chaired by the Prime Mnister.

"I pledge to focus on efforts to inplenment whatever decisions nmade by
the Government or the NEAC ... this is vital as decisions made nust be
i npl emented fast so that the desired results can be achi eved t hrough
i medi ate action,” he said.

Abdul | ah said he could see that Dr Mahathir had placed priority on the
Governnent's measures to revive the econony as the NEAC and natters
related to it topped their discussion.

He said he woul d be operating fromthe Home Mnistry and would nove into
the office of the Deputy Prine Mnister once it had been cl eared.

In atribute to the Foreign Mnistry staff, Abdullah said they were
responsi bl e for the success of Malaysia in the international fora and for
himas the forner Foreign Mnister.

Speaki ng during his farewell speech at a special function organised by
Foreign Mnistry staff, Abdullah said Malaysia's foreign policies had not
only been successful, but was al so accepted internationally.

"This could not have been possible w thout the hard work of the officers
and staff of Wsma Putra," he said.

Abdul | ah said the Foreign Mnistry had grown fromstrength to strength
and hel ped put Malaysia in the forefront of international issues.

"So it is not entirely suprising that even people at the grassroots are
now t al ki ng about international issues such as devel opnents in Bosni a-
Her zegovi na, Somalia and Pal esti ne.

"The frequent visits overseas by Ml aysians to invest and to do business
had al so made Wsnma Putra the focus of attention," he said.

He said Mal aysi a was now recogni sed worl dwi de because of the manner in
whi ch it had handl ed various international issues.

Abdul | ah said he had served the Foreign Mnistry for eight years, the
| ongest he was in any Mnistry.



"As such | see ny appointnment as Deputy Prine Mnister as a recognition
to the Mnistry," he said.

Abdul | ah al so said he had | earnt nmuch since he took over as Foreign
M nister in 1991.

He al so appealed to the staff of Wsnma Putra to co-operate fully with
the new Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar.

Meanwhi | e, the Mal aysi an Musli m Youth Movenent (Abin) wel coned
Abdul | ah" s statement that he was prepared to listen to all quarters.

"H's prepardness to listen to all quarters includi ng non-gover nnent al
organi sati ons and opposition parties is nost wel coned and hopefully it can
be i npl emented as soon as possible and in an open manner in the interest
and unity of the nation," said its president, Ahnmad Azam Abdul Rahman, in
a statenent.

The Nati onal Chamber of Conmerce and I ndustry of Malaysia, in
congratul ati ng Abdul | ah as Deputy Prinme Mnister, said the business
conmmuni ty was delighted with the appoi nt ment.

"W are confident that Abdullah will be able to assist the Prine
Mnister in efforts to revive the econony and to free it fromthe current
sl owdown, " its president Tan Sri Tajuddin Rami said in a statement.

The NCCI M al so congratul ated Dr Mahathir on his choice of Abdull ah.
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