08/ 05/ 1999

DPM | ndian conmunity has achi eved hi ghest growth rate

PENANG, Fri. - The Indian community was found to have achi eved t he hi ghest
growth rate in the country, according to the md-termreviewreport of the
Sevent h Mal aysi a Pl an.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw said the success
of the Indian community was so astounding that even M C president Datuk
Seri S. Sany Vellu could not believe it, when the report was tabled in the
Cabi net .

"Sany Vellu was so shocked that he even di sputed the accuracy of the
report, so much so that Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had
to urge himnot to have such a | ow opi nion of the comunity, because it
was a fact that they are doing well," Abdullah said tonight.

He said a factor that hel ped pull up the comunity's perfornmance rating
was the substantial nunber of professionals anong them especially in the
field of medicine and | aw.

He, however, did not provide statistics of the growth rate of the
comuni ty.

Abdul I ah said however that it could not be denied that there were al so
many poor people in the Indian conmunity, and gave the assurance that the
Governnent woul d continue to give attention to inproving their |ot.

He was speaking at a dinner to conmenorate the 75th anniversary of the
Mal aysi an | ndi an Chanber of Conmerce and I ndustry (Penang branch) at the
Bayvi ew Beach Hotel here

Present were Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, Mal aysi an
Associ at ed | ndi an Chanber of Conmerce and I ndustry president Senator
V. K. K. Teagaraj an and Penang M CCl president Datuk Markend Joshi

Al so present were State Assenbly Speaker Datuk Yahaya Abdul Hani d,
several State exco nenbers, and | eaders of the other chanbers of commerce

Earlier, Koh who surprised journalists by sitting through the whole
affair, confessed that he was not there because he was confident of his
"political future" by retaining the Gerakan State party chairman's post in
the state party election tonorrow. He said he was there as he had prom sed
to be present.
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