05/ 05/ 1999
DPM pl ans tour to check on projects

Kamar ul Yunus

DEPUTY Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi is planning a

nati onwi de tour to ensure the snooth inplementati on of governnent projects
in the various districts.

"I will make several visits to sonme of the districts as soon as
possible,” he told reporters after attending a dial ogue with 230 district
of ficers and seni or devel opment officers held in conjunction with a two-
day national conference which ended in Bangi yesterday.

Abdul I ah said the visits would hel p hi munderstand better the probl ens
faced in the inplenentation of such projects and help hinto solve them"on
t he spot".

Abdul I ah, who is also the chairman of the Cabinet Conmittee on Rural

Devel opnent, said the coomittee will discuss the recomendations and
conments made by the district officers and senior state devel opnent
officials at its neeting today.

In trying to ensure that projects are inplenented i medi ately, Abdullah
said the Governnent has identified a systemwhereby reports and feedback
fromdistrict officers and seni or devel opnent officials will eventually be
submtted to the National Econom c Action Council (NEAC) for speedy
action.

"The information will first be processed by the |Inplenmentation and
Coordination Unit in the Prime Mnister's Departnment. The unit will then
forward a detailed report to the NEAC " he said.

Since the district officers and senior devel opment officials are at the
end of the inplenentation |ine, Abdullah said it is their responsibility
to ensure that governnment projects are carried out successfully.

"They nmust realise that these governnent projects are for the benefit of
the people. Thus, it is their responsibility to make sure that such
projects are carried out effectively and keep tabs on their progress,” he
sai d.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, when openi ng the
conference on Monday, had directed district officers to nake sure that
government allocations for devel opnent projects are fully utilised.

There is currently a shortfall in the utilisation of devel oprment

al l ocation set aside under the Seventh Ml aysia Plan (1996-2000).

Dr Mahat hir had al so said the Government is review ng the existing
financial adm nistration system ained at speeding up the inplenmentation
of projects and cutting red tape.

Abdul | ah al so said the Federal Governnment will not put aside the input
and feedback fromdistrict officers and senior state devel opnent officials
as they are consi dered useful.

"The feedback and conments fromdistrict officers and seni or devel opnent
officials will serve as a guideline for us to identify the problens faced
in inplenenting such projects,"” he said.

Abdul I ah al so wants district officers and senior state devel opnent
officials to reactivate the manual worki ng procedures and table-filing
systemto ensure they would be able to keep track of the progress of
gover nment proj ects.

"These two systens are useful tools to help them speed up the

i mpl ement ati on of projects and identify problens. They will have access to
the relevant information pertaining to any project although they may have
just been appointed as district officers," he said.



Abdul | ah al so urged district officers to be nore cormitted and have a
sense of responsibility in carrying out government policies and progranmes
effectively. They should al so adopt a | eadership attitude in their work,
he sai d.
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