12/ 06/ 1999

DPM Police not to be bl aned because of Rahi m

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - The entire police force should not be bl aned because
of former Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri Rahi m Noor's all eged assaul t
of former Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Deputy Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

He said the issue should not be raised repeatedly as it was not the
intention of the police force to behave in such a way.

"W cannot bl anme the whole police force just because of one incident.
H' s (Rahim s) action is not one which represents the force. "W have read
why the incident happened and he will be brought to court,”" he said when
asked to el aborate on conti nuous negative corments on the force.

He said he still heard negative comments and sonetinmes read such reports
inthe Internet on the matter. Abdullah, who is al so Home Mnister, said
the all eged assault was not the way the police operated.

"That is not the way of the police and the police do not Iike such
actions. But when sonething |ike that happens, it is easier for people to
say all sorts of things about the police," he said.

Abdul | ah said there was no perfect service and that m stakes were bound
to occur. He hoped the people would understand it was the intention of
all, including Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and the
CGovernnent, to enhance the i mage of the police.

Abdul | ah was speaking to newsnen after nmeeting with some 800 Sabah
Pol i ce Contingent nmenbers at the Sabah Police Headquarters in Kepayan,
near here today.

Earlier in his speech, Abdullah stressed the need for nenbers of the
police force to be people-friendly when carrying out |aw enforcenent
duti es.

He, however, added that the police sonetinmes had to take action agai nst
vi ol ent people and this was why police officers need to be strict.

"Be strict, but do not be rude. Sonetinmes we tend to say things ... in
carrying out your duty. Do not be rude as it will make natters worse. And
during riots, you may have to come down hard on rioters, but do not resort
to brutality,” he said.

( END)
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