09/ 07/ 1999

DPM Putrajaya built to spur devel opment

PENANG, Thurs. - Chiding Pas' small-m ndedness on mgjor infrastructure
projects, Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi today said Putrajaya, the
project Pas clains it will sell if it wins in the general election, is

designed as the nation's investrment to kickstart greater devel opment.

The Deputy Prinme Mnister said Putrajaya was built with the people in
m nd since the Governnent's new admi ni strative centre would spur soci o-
econom ¢ devel oprent in the surroundi ng areas.

"And this includes Negri Sembilan and Mal acca,"” he said after chairing a
State Bunmiputera Steering Conmittee neeting.

Abdul I ah, who is also the steering comittee chairnman, was comrenting on
a plan by Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor to sell Putrajaya to rich kings
if Pas won in the general election.

Brushi ng asi de Fadzil's plan as petty, Abdullah, who is al so Penang Umo

chief, said: "That's all Pas can think of... nothing nore. Wat el se does
Pas know? What does Fadzil know? To him everything big is wasteful, so we
must only build things small in size ... build houses with only one room

and one w ndow. "

Abdul | ah said Putrajaya was not only an admi nistrative centre or housing
for the Prime Mnister, Mnisters and civil servants as it would al so
i ncl ude commerci al centres.

I n Kuantan, Umo suprene council nenber Datuk Mhd Khalid Mohd Yunus
slamred the attitude of Pas |eaders, especially its president who said the
party woul d auction Putrajaya if it won in the general election.

"This clearly shows that the country would be facing a problemif Pas
comes to power. Now, when they (Pas) are not in power they are planning to
auction Putrajaya, so if they forma governnent Pas may even nortgage the
country."

In Cyberjaya, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak sai d Pas'
objection to the devel opnent of Putrajaya and other projects reflected its
| ack of foresight and understandi ng of information technology. He said
this was proof that the party was not capabl e of adm nistering the country
efficiently, especially in preparing to nmeet the challenges of the new
m || enni um

"We do not understand why Pas has tagged a project |ike Putrajaya, which
is built to neet the country's future needs, as a waste.

"I'n the next mllennium we nust be able to utilise IT. But Pas'
obj ection shows it does not have a grasp of what the industry is al
about," he said after the launching of the intelligent city of Cyberjaya
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

Naji b said Pas intended to create controversy and confusi on anong the
peopl e when it announced its intention to auction Putraya.

On Pas' contention that funds were wasted on nmega projects, he said the
Gover nnent had al ways ensured that the welfare and interests of the people
wer e not negl ect ed.

"All ocations are nade for present and future projects. If we do not plan
for the future now, we will |ose out," he said.

In Kota Baru, State Umo |iaison commttee chief Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah
said Umo and the Bari san Nasi onal had done nore for the people than Pas -
and it achieved this w thout disposing of governnment properties.

He said governnment properties such as Putrajaya were "owned by the
public and built for the public" and they were not a waste of public funds



as stated by Pas.

"They can say what they like. They think it (Putrajaya) is their
property and they can do what they like. If they think they want to sel
the property when they becone the Governnent, they can do so but | don't
think they will gain power,"” he said.

Tengku Razal ei gh said the peopl e would not be swayed by Pas' prom ses
because they knew the Governnent had spent a |l ot of noney to alleviate
poverty and provi de schol arshi ps.

"Wil e Pas has done nothing for the people, Umo and t he BN Gover nnent
have spent a | ot on providing schol arships to Malay students from
vill ages," he added.

(END)



	DPM: Putrajaya built to spur development (NST 09/07/1999)

