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Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The decision to drop any incunbent fromcontesting in
the general election will not create problens for Barisan Nasional, Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi sai d.

He said coalition nenbers had al ready agreed that all candi dates woul d
receive their full support, including the new faces.

"Those dropped nust give their support to their replacenments. If support
is given to themwhen they were contesting, they nmust now do the sane
thing to others."

Speaking to reporters after |launching a | ow cost housing project in
Bandar Sri Pernmisuri today, Abdullah said for Umo, its state |iaison
chiefs had agreed in a neeting with Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t hat the sel ection of candidates for the party would not lead to
any probl em

"I't is not newto BN. W have al ready gone through ni ne general
el ections, and this (dropping of incunbents) has been done before."

The Deputy Prinme Mnister was earlier asked to comment on whether it was
true that sonme Menteris Besar and M nisters woul d be dropped or woul d be
contesting for parlianentary seats.

"These are only speculations. | don't think it is proper for nme to say
anything onit."

On the police report by Parti Keadil an Nasional Youth chief Ezam Mohamad
Nor, urging the police to investigate Abdullah's son for alleged corrupt
practices, the Deputy Prine Mnister said he was leaving it to his son.

"Yes, | was surprised when infornmed about the matter. But since a report
has been nmade, it is up to himto take whatever legal action...he is also
a | awyer."

To a suggestion that the report was nade by the Opposition to tarnish
his name, he said: "It could be."

Abdul | ah al so advi sed conpani es to nake preparations fromnow to ensure
that their enpl oyees would be able to cast their votes in the general
el ection.

He said this could be done as polling day had al ready been set by the
El ecti on Conmi ssi on.

"We al ready know the date which is Nov 29...enployers can expect many
(workers) would want to vote, so it is better if preparations are nade
fromnow. ..don't create unnecessary obstacles |ike having additiona
shifts on that day."

Abdul | ah sai d enpl oyers could not stop their workers from exercising
their right to vote.

On Cuepacs' proposal that polling day be declared a public holiday, he
sai d al t hough he al one coul d not nmake a decision on the matter, views of
the congress and ot her bodi es and associ ati ons woul d be taken into
consi derati on.

To a suggestion that voter turnout m ght be affected since Nov 29 is a
wor ki ng day, Abdullah said this would be determ ned by the voters.

"If they are really serious about it, they will cone and vote. Tine off
can be arranged," said the Umo deputy | eader.
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