17/ 01/ 1999
DPM Carry out all approved projects on schedul e

Noor Adzman Bahar uddin

KEPALA BATAS, Sat. - Al devel opnment projects that have been approved,
especially those in rural areas, nust proceed w thout delay and be
compl et ed next year, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi said.

He said in order to ensure their snooth inplenmentation, Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had appointed himto chair the newy set up
Rural Devel opnent Action Committee.

"Dr Mahathir takes a very serious view of the need to ensure snooth
i mpl enentation of all devel opnent projects, especially those in the rura
areas so that we do not negl ect the needs of the people in the villages.

"I will call for a neeting of the action comittee soon," he said when
met at a januan air nira in Kanpung Rantau Panjang last night. (Air nira
is a beverage nmade from coconut shoots).

Abdul | ah, who is al so Home M nister and Kepal a Batas MP, said the
Governnent wanted to enter the new nill enniumon a positive note.

"W want the people, especially those in the rural areas, to live nore
confortably. The Government will never neglect the villagers because they
are also entitled to enjoy the benefits of devel opnent programmes."

Second Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mhanmed said recently that a
devel opnent al l ocation of nore than RM4 billion was not utilised |ast year
due to delays in the inplementation of projects.

This accounted for between 20 and 25 per cent of the Government's total
al l ocation of RM1.3 billion.

Meanwhi | e, Abdul |l ah al so urged the people to continue to give their ful
support to efforts by the Governnent to i nprove the econony.

"From ny observation, our efforts are paying off. For exanple, take a
| ook at the current fasting nmonth. There are always | eftovers each tine
after the breaking of fast at the npbsques.

"Thi s suggests that the people, especially in the villages, are hardly
af fected by the economic crisis and that the Governnent's actions in
checki ng the problemare working effectively," he said.

Anot her positive indicator, Abdullah noted, was that about 80,000 people
had perfornmed the unrah (mnor Haj) during the fasting nonth.

This, he said, showed that the people still had | ots of nopney,
especi ally anmong Fel da settlers since they were enjoying high pal moi
prices. "Malaysia is very lucky in facing nmany problens. Let's work
together to ensure continued peace and prosperity.”
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