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DR M LOCAL AERGCSPACE | NDUSTRY NOW ACCEPTED | NTERNATI ONALLY

LANGKAW , Dec 2 (Bernama) -- The | ocal aerospace industry has gai ned
i nternational recognition as nore conpani es are being contracted to do work
for major airfrane manufacturers, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
t oday.

The prime mnister said,"Qur aerospace manufacturing centre has been
able to achieve international rEcognition with orders now of over US40
mllion."

He said these big conpani es accepted the kind of quality of work that
was bei ng done here and they were willing to | et Ml aysians do sone of the
nor e sophi sticated work.

"The manufacturers have faith in the kind of work that is being done
here," he said.

An exanpl e was the stretching of the Lockheed Hercules C 130 tactical
transport aircraft, he told a press conference after |aunching the
Mal aysi an Aerospace Industries Association (MAIA) at the Mahsuri
I nternational Exhibition Centre here.

"That is being done now at two centres throughout the world other than
at Lockheed itself...ours is going to be the third such centre and for the
avi oni cs upgrade we are going to be the first," he said.

The six-day Langkawi International Maritinme and Aerospace (LI M)
exposi tion began on Nov 30. The maritine segnment is organi sed by HWLINA
whi |l e the aerospace sector is being managed by LINMA Le Proton.

The show, which attracted some 1,000 |ocal, regional and international
conpani es, was opened yesteday by Dr Mahathir.

During a tour of Ml aysian aerospace conpani es at the show, the prine
m ni ster successfully landed a PC-7 turbo prop aircraft on Langkaw
International Airport. He was in the cockpit of a conputerised inmage
si mul at or.

Earlier in his speech during the MAI A | aunching at Mhsuri
International Exhibition Centre here, Dr Mahathir said the workscope of the
country's aerospace manufacturing sector has expanded tremendously from
smal |l aircraft parts to bigger and nore conplex parts.

He said Malaysia's international custoner base has al so expanded and
now covered the entire spectrum including mlitary and comerci al
aircraft, space and satellite equi pnent.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia had intensified its activities in capability
devel opnent whi ch enconpasses Structural or Service Life Extension
Programmes, Systens Upgrade and Modification, Avionics Upgrade and Systens
Integration, and Aircraft Stretche Mode.

Al'l these, he said, were the trend of the future as the cost of
acquiring new aircraft in the future was getting nore expensive, if not
astrononi cal, and many countries including the West were now extending the
service life of their present aircraft through such progranmes.

"It is also strategic in the sense that should we ourselves require
such programmes for the Royal Ml aysian Air Force or Armed Forces, then the
expertise is already home grown and available in the country,” he added. --
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