11/ 06/ 1999
Dr M NCC inputs needed to draw up OPP3

Kamar ul Yunus

THE Nati onal Consultative Council (NCC) ought not be a nere "rubber stanp”
for the Governnent to inplenent its devel opment policy, says Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad

"W want their ideas,"” he said, adding that the council's inputs are
required to help chart the course of the country's devel opnent.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to reporters after a closed door Umo Youth's
pre-poll gathering and the | aunching of a four-day youth course in Kual a
Lunpur yest erday.

The Prinme M nister was asked about the thrust of the Third Qutline

Per spective Plan (OPP3), which will replace the current one introduced in
1990.

"That (thrust of OPP3) is up to the consultative council to suggest. But
we are long-termplanners...the Government will try to guide the council,"”
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir also said the NCCwill prepare strategi es and put up a case
whet her the OPP3 should span 10 or 20 years.

The Government had set up the multi-racial and rmulti-sector NCCto

fornul ate strategies for the New Economi ¢ Policy introduced in 1970.

On the political front, Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said

Mal aysi ans risk | osing the good things they nowenjoy inlife if the

com ng general electionis allowed to result in a "hung" Parlianment which
| eaves no strong party to rule the country.

"The peopl e, especially Umo Youth nmenmbers, nust not take things for
granted. If we have a hung Parlianment...people will suffer economnically,
socially and politically," he said.

Asked whet her a date has been decided for the election, he said "it wll
definitely be held before July next year".

"The other day, | said by April, but it is actually July...|l have extra
two nonths or about a year fromnowto call for the el ection.

"W can have it (election) any tine, but we do not want to waste public
money by hol ding el ections early, or often,” he said.

Dr Mahathir also said he intends to resunme his visits to other states
soon, adding that his recent trips to Sa

bah, Johor and Sel angor had been fruitful and encouragi ng.

On disciplinary action taken by Umo, Dr Mahathir said between 300 and
400 nenbers have been expelled since former Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahi mwas sacked fromthe Governnent and political posts |ast
Sept enber.

Conpared to the split in the party in 1987 when fornmer Finance M nister
Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah left to formthe now defunct Parti Senmangat Mel ayu
46, the situation is not serious, he said.

"Several Ummo suprene council menbers joined Tengku Razal ei gh then," he
not ed.

As for the Opposition, Dr Mahathir said their proposed cooperation would
not work out because they are too busy fighting each other.

"They lack the focus and interest in devel oping the country, and in

gi ving Mal aysians a good life. They are just interested in pursuing
private anbitions," he said.

At the gathering, Dr Mahathir also presented a Mal aysian flag and a
banner to Dr Shansul Anuar Sul ai man, who will lead a 13-nmenber Ml aysi an
medi cal mission to help ethnic Al bani an refugees in Kosovo. The team



conprising several doctors and Umo nenbers, will be in Kosovo fromJune
18 to July 2.
( END)
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