23/ 04/ 1999
Dr M No pronise nade to Anwar

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said today that he
had never pronised Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimthat the latter woul d not be
prosecuted if he resigned voluntarily.

The Prime M nister said the power to prosecute did not rest with him but
with the Attorney-Ceneral

"It is not my right to determne this. Actually, he hinself brought
about the charges following a police report made on the letters. And when
the police discovered that an offence had been committed, action had to be
taken...l have no power to stop that," he said.

This was Dr Mahathir's first public coment on his fornmer deputy after
the latter was sentenced to a six-year jail termby the H gh Court on
April 14. Anwar was found guilty on four counts of corruption.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at a Press conference after tabling the md-
termreview of the Seventh Mal aysia Plan in the Dewan Rakyat.

He said this when asked whether further charges woul d be brought agai nst
Anwar .

Alluding to Anwar's mtigation where he clainmed that the Prine Mnister
had given himan ultimatumto resign or face charges, Dr Mahathir said:

"What | told himwas that it would be better for himto wthdraw the
normal way...mnisters have been sacked, nmenteris besar have been
di sm ssed and brought to court but there are no denpnstrations. But he
refused and decl ared that he would fight back."

Dr Mahathir said it would be up to the AGto deci de whether nore charges
woul d be brought agai nst Anwar.

"This is something the AGwill have to decide. | have no say in al
these things. That is his business. This is the problemw th Anwar. He
thinks he can interfere with the process of |aw which is why he interfered
in the case involving the letters. He expects ne to interfere in the sane
way. "

Dr Mahathir said the [ aw nust be allowed to take its due course w thout
any interference.

"W al ways tal k about everybody bei ng equal before the | aw. But when we
or our friends have to face action, we say the |laws are no good.

"The action agai nst Anwar is the sane as those taken against the fornmer
Sel angor Menteri Besar and Cabinet Mnisters...W have never interfered.
Even if it involves a Cabinet Mnister, | have never said he should not be
charged because of his status.”

On whet her the charging of former Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri
Rahi m Noor in court today for attenpting to cause grievous hurt to Anwar
whi | e under police custody woul d stop accusations that the Governnent
practiced sel ective prosecution, Dr Mahathir said he did not think so
"No, not at all. Those who have nade up their ninds that this is a rotten
country will continue to say so. Their supporters will keep on saying
things are rotten."

He said this concerned one's state of nmind and had nothing to do with
facts or the system

Citing as an exanple his earlier speech in the House on the md-term
review, Dr Mahathir said it was delivered without any political notive.

"I never nmentioned anything political but on the econony of the country
and how we can revive it.

"But as you can see ny opposite nunber (Opposition leader LimKit Siang,



the first MP to debate on the review) had already witten a speech which
was political. He has not heard nmy speech, which means he wanted to tal k
about politics, the detention of his son, the black eye, the judiciary
system the laws...all these are political."

Dr Mahathir said this showed that people like Limhad already made up
their m nds and nothing el se nade a difference.

"They have a closed mind. They will keep on repeating what they have
been saying all this tine."

On whet her the people would be influenced by this, Dr Mahathir said the
Gover nnent woul d keep expl ai ning the truth.

"I am confident the people are sensible and the majority of themwould
not take part in street denonstrations, smashing the w ndscreen of cars
and setting fire to rubbish bins. (On the contrary) | noticed many did not
support such behavi our."

Dr Mahathir said the rabble-rousers wanted to create chaos and
di sturbances like in Indonesia.

"This is what they want but Ml aysians are not |ike that. Although there
has been violence, it has not been excessive.

"Those active are only young peopl e who have yet to enter enpl oynent,
have no responsibilities, are not bothered about incone and received
schol arshi ps that were paid by the people."

Dr Mahathir, who was di scharged | ast week fromthe National Heart
Institute where he was treated for a lung infection, was al so asked about
how he was feeling now.

"Being able to speak for one hour and five mnutes...|l think it is a
good indicator (of nmy health)...and | spoke in the sane old voice, not
hoarse. "

On whether this neant that the people should no | onger be worried about
his health, he said: "I don't think it should be. | will have cough off
and on. Sonetines it becones severe, sonetines not so severe. If | can put
up withit, I will manage."

( END)
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