11/ 06/ 1999
Dr M Be mindful of party unity

Sar ban Si ngh; Marhal i m Abas

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday
told the party's Youth | eaders selected for Gerak Genpur, a notivationa
programre for nenbers, to be m ndful of party unity and be wary of
attenpts to disunite them

Dr Mahathir al so rem nded themthey would be wong to think that the
Mal ays woul d continue to prosper if they were divided.

He gave the advice to the Youth nmenbers before they departed to their
respective destinations to take part in the four-day progranmme tailored to
enhance their knowl edge on current issues and in preparation to face the
com ng general el ection.

Atotal of 1,943 Umo Youth nenbers woul d take part in the programme to
be held at nine KemBina Negara sites in Kaki Bukit (Perlis), Uu Kenas
(Perak), Uu Sepri (Negri Senbilan), Gunung Pul ai (Johor), Besut
(Terengganu), Pasir Panjang (Penang), Meru (Selangor), A or Gajah
(Mal acca), Maran (Pahang) and Kul i m Bandar Baru (Kedah).

They were selected fromUmo divisions throughout the country.

Anong t he progranmes to be held i nclude group dynam cs and di scussi on
Each group woul d al so be required to subnit findings fromtheir respective
canps.

Today's briefing was hel d behi nd cl osed doors.

"I have to explain these things to the youth nenbers because they were
born after the country gai ned | ndependence and as such, they do not
understand what it feels like to be col onised or the neaning of |iving
wi t hout power in your own country.

"As they are inexperienced, it is inportant for me to remnd them on our
(Umo' s) past experiences. This way they will be nore responsible."

Dr Mahat hir said Mal ays who had been prosperous since | ndependence
shoul d not take things for granted.

"W want to tell themthey cannot take things for granted. If you have a
hung Parliament and without a strong party to rule, the people will not
have the good life they are enjoying but will instead suffer socially,
econom cally and politically.

"They should val ue the struggle that was | aunched by Umo. They think
that even if they are divided their safety will be guaranteed and that
they will continue to be prosperous as they are now.

"It is inmportant for me to remnd themthat w thout Umo they will not
be where they are now and w thout Umo, their future will be blighted."

Dr Mahathir said this way, nenbers would be able to put aside all their
differences and give priority to party unity and to strengthen Unmo.

Al so present at today's briefing were Unmo vice-president Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmad Badawi , who now assumed the duties of the party's deputy
president, secretary-general Datuk Khalil Yaakob, several Menteris Besar,
party veterans, and Wanita and Yout h nenbers.

Asked whether there was any split in Umo ranks, Dr Mahathir said there
was not .

"Some have left the party because they have failed to understand the
true spirit of Umo. Sonme of those who |eft came from Abi mor ot her
or gani sations.

"Those still in Umo today are its genui ne menbers who understand and
appreciate the party's struggle.

"I'n fact when Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah (fornmer Finance Mnister) |eft



Umo, there were sone Umo Suprene Council menbers who went with him But
this time, there aren't many...they nunber very snall," he said.

Asked how many menbers had been expelled or had left the party since the
sacki ng of former deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Dr Mhathir
said they were between 300 and 400.

Asked on a foreign report that Ml aysian students overseas woul d not
vote for the present |eadership, Dr Mahathir said: "There are sone but
generally nost of themw |l still vote for us. They are indebted and
grateful to the Governnent for the schol arships given to them which had
enabl ed themto pursue their studies.

"Only a small nunber of those who have been influenced m ght not vote
for us,"” he said.

Asked whet her predictions by certain quarters that Barisan Nasi onal
woul d | ose the northern States in the coning el ection, Dr Mahathir said:
"Each tinme there is an election, there are always predictions. However,

t hese predictions have al ways been w ong."

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said he would be visiting all States in
the near future to have neet-the-peopl e sessions.

"I have visited Sabah, Selangor and Johor. | will be visiting the other
States very soon," he said adding that the response fromthe people during
his visits had been overwhel m ng.
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