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Dr M Port Klang set to reach greater heights

TRANSHI PMENT at Port Kl ang has grown by 138 per cent and the port is set
to reach even greater heights, said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharad.

"Port Klang was just a feeder port before, but now the main |ines and
| arge vessels can enter,"” he said. The Prine Mnister was speaking after
visiting the difford Maersk, the [ argest container vessel in the world,
whi ch berthed at Westport yesterday.

Al so present were Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
West port executive chai rman Datuk G Gnanal i ngamand the difford Maersk's
captain Peter Sogaard Ni el sen.

"Transhi pmrent has grown by 138 per cent, and today | understand that
Westport was al so able to nove 264 containers in one hour. That is also a
record," Dr Mahathir said.

"Mnistry officials have visited the conpani es and they are respondi ng,
and they recognise Port Klang's abilities," the Prime Mnister said.

He added that with its wharf to be extended by 600 netres by next year,
Port Klang was set to reach even greater heights.

Built this year, the 347-nmetre long and 43mwide Cifford Maersk is the
| argest ship to berth at Westport.

West port al so has the distinction of being the vessel's first port of
call in the Far East during its nai den voyage from Denmark to Japan.

Previously, the 318-netre | ong Regi na Maersk was the | argest container
ship to call at Westport in August, |ast year.

Meanwhi | e, Gnanal i ngam said that work to expand Pork Kl ang's
infrastructure, such as the 600 netres extension of the wharf, would cost
a total of RML45 million.

"Port Klang has a capacity of moving 2.1 million containers a year.

In 1997, we noved about 100, 000 containers, and in 1998 we noved 470, 000
containers," said the Westport executive chairnan

"So far this year, we have noved 820,000 contai ners. W woul d be happy
to be reach between 60 and 70 per cent of our full capacity by next year,"
he added.

Gnanal i ngam said having the Cifford Maersk at Westport was "a big
honour”, adding that port workers had been able to break the previous
record of noving 201 containers per hour by noving 264 contai ners per
hour .

A total of 922 containers were noved fromthe vessel, of which 863 boxes
were 40-foot containers while the renaining 59 boxes were 45-f oot
cont ai ners.

The difford Maersk departed from Westport for Yokohama at 8pm
yest er day.
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