06/ 03/ 1999
Dr M No place for PBS and Bersekutu in the BN

Joseph Bi ngkasan; Joni st on Bangkua

KOTA KI NABALU, Fri. - The Bari san Nasi onal has permanently shut the door
on Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan's Parti Bersatu Sabah and Dat uk
Harris Salleh's Parti Bersekutu.

BN chai rman Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has made this abundantly
clear since hitting the canpaign trail |ast night and described a claim
that PBS would return to the BN as a "big lie and a political ginmck".

He said Harris' Bersekutu, nmeanwhile, was an "opportunistic party".

Anot her recurring theme in the speeches of the Prine Mnister was the
need for the BN to win enough seats to forma strong and stable State
Gover nnent .

The two-day polling starts next Friday, with 199 candi dates fromthe BN
PBS, Bersekutu, Parti Setia and Pas as well as 27 |ndependents |ocked in
keen tussles for the 48 seats.

Dr Mahat hir spoke in Menggatal |ast night and today he went to Tuaran
Papar and Penanpang where Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok is
involved in a six-cornered fight.

In Tuaran this norning, Dr Mahathir said PBS had m scal cul ated when it
bolted fromthe BN anticipating that the ruling coalition, especially Umo
candi dates, would be defeated in the 1990 general el ection.

Dr Mahathir said now, desperate for votes, Pairin was telling the people
that his party would be joining the BN after the polls.

"This is a biglie, a political gimnck.

"How can we (BN) trust people who ditched friends for personal gain ..
kel uar, tak ada masuk lagi (out, no return),"” he said.

On Bersekutu, the Prime Mnister said this was an opportunistic party
whi ch only energed during the election, and Harris and his associates in
the party were not active in between el ections.

Dr Mahathir said the people of Sabah woul d suffer under an Opposition
State CGovernnent, adding that a cordial working relationship between State
and Federal Governnent was crucial .

He said even PBS and Bersekutu had admitted this.

(Both PBS and Bersekutu pl edged to enhance Federal and State rel ations
in their election manifestos.)

Dr Mahathir said by retaining the State BN, the people would be rewarded
with a bonus.

"Vote one but get two," he said explaining that the State BN victory
woul d gi ve the people "two Governments”, a BN State Governnent and a BN
Federal Governnent.

On Pas' participation in the polls, the Prine Mnister said its only aim
was to split Muslimvotes, which it calculated would be to the
di sadvant age of Unmo.

Later, at a simlar function in Papar, Dr Mahathir said the people
shoul d be wi se enough to nake conpari sons between the previous
adm ni stration and that of the BN

He advi sed the people that this election was to determine the State
Governnent and not the victory of individuals.

"The BN must wi n enough and sufficient seats to forma strong and stable
Gover nnment , " he sai d.

He al so reveal ed that Harris had once told hi mBersekutu was capabl e of
Wi nning up to 42 seats, which Dr Mahat hir said was inpossible.

"Although Harris is a friend, there is no way that we can be politica



partners,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir also told the gathering that special attention would be
given to Sabah by the Federal CGovernnent and this could only be done
t hrough a BN State CGovernnent.

Earlier today, the Prime Mnister met with State religious teachers and
i mam where he warned Muslins in Sabah to be wary of groups which clai med
to struggle for Islambut were actually disrupting unity.

He said in Sabah, Muslins accounted for only 30 per cent of the
popul ati on and must maintain their unity.

"As a minority group (in Sabah), Mislins nust be united as this is what
strengt hens our position. Wth the support and co-operation of followers
of other religions, we can forma good Government."

Later, addressing a | arge gathering at the Kota Ki nabalu H gh School, Dr
Mahat hir said the biggest achievenment of the BN was in bringing politica
stability, w thout which businesses could not prosper.

He paid tribute to the strength of the Chinese business comunity, which
hel ped protect the econony fromcurrency traders' attacks.

At the sanme tine, the Governnment was capable of bringing politica
stability, he said.

"Big and smal |l businesses alike would be disrupted if there were riots
on the streets," he said. "In Ml aysia, coffee shops operate for 24 hours
and they are patronised by all communities."

The school Dr Mahathir went to is in the constituency of Senbul an where
the BN candi date, Datuk Chau Chin Tang is involved in a four-cornered
fight.

"The peopl e of Sabah should vote for BN candidates," Dr Mahathir said,
"regardl ess of which community they belong to."

( END)
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