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Dr M I'Il never forget Bukit Perdana
KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - "I can never forget the many events here ... there
will always be fond nenories of this place ..., " a nostalgic Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said, |ooking at his office at
Bukit Perdana in Jal an Dato Onn.

The Prime Mnister will operate fromhis new office in Putrajaya from
Monday.

"I feel sad ... for it is here in this place that |I began, had ny room
and worked here the longest ... 18 years," he said after chairing the | ast
Cabi net Meeting at the PMs Departnent in Jalan Dato Onn.

After being the nerve centre of the Ml aysian Government for nearly 42
years since | ndependence, the Prine Mnister's Departnent here would be
vacat ed.

Today was historic for the office here, for it witnessed for the | ast
ti me governnent decisions being nade as the Federal Cabinet net withinits
wal s for the last tine.

The next Cabi net neeting on Wedneday will be held at the new seat of the
Federal Governnent at Putrajaya 40km south of here.

The Prinme Mnister said even though his old office held many
unforgettabl e nenories "both sweet and not so sweet", he woul d
neverthel ess take themwith himto his new office.

On the future of the building, the Prime Mnister said the plan to
retain the neeting room for instance, was sonet hi ng good.

"There are plans for this building itself to be turned into a museum for
since the tine of Tunku Abdul Rahman it has been the Prime Mnister's
of fice hence there is so much history toit... fromthe tinme of Mlaysia's
i ndependence. "

This museum pl an was only for that particular building and since it was
quite costly to turn all governnent buildings here into nuseuns, they
woul d be sold instead and the proceeds woul d finance the construction of
Putraj aya.

Only twice in 42 years was the Prinme Mnister's Ofice tenporarily
shifted fromJalan Dato Onn to Parliament House. The first tinme when the
late Prime Mnister Tun Abdul Razak was rebuilding the Prime Mnister's
Department Conpl ex and second when Dr Mahathir's office was being repaired
after a fire in 1982.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi said today's
Cabi net nmeeting went off as usual in the spirit of nusyawarah
(consul tation and consensus).

Al'l Cabinet Mnisters except Defence M nister Datuk Abang Abu Bakar
Must apha and Ener gy, Conmmunications and Miultinmedia M nister Datuk Leo
Moggi e, who were abroad on of ficial business, were present.

Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli, who al so
expressed sadness at |eaving the place, which he had got used to, said the
buil ding woul d be turned into a gallery where all the paraphernalia and
at nrosphere woul d be retai ned.

The JPM office here started off as a wooden block as a Prine Mnister's
office was urgently needed in tine for Merdeka in 1957.

It was built near the Residency which becane the official residence of
Mal aysia's first Prinme Mnister Tunku Abdul Rahman who used to wal k from
there via the back door to his office nearby.

The Resi dency was the forner abode of the Selangor British Advi ser and



was renovated for the Tunku. Now it forns part of the Tunku Abdul Rahnan
Menori al Conpl ex adjacent to the JPM Conpl ex.

The original JPM Conpl ex al so housed the offices of the country's first
Deputy Prine Mnister Tun Abdul Razak, Mnister of Internal Security and
t he Econonic Pl anning Unit (EPU).

According to the Public Wrks Department Annual Report for 1957, now
kept at the National Archives, the JPM Conplex was built in 1957 at a cost
of RwR48, 000.

JPM adm ni strative manager Kamaruddi n Abdull ah said the shift to
Putraj aya whi ch began | ast week woul d be conpleted in three or four days.
- Bernanma

( END)



	Dr M: I'll never forget Bukit Perdana (NST 17/06/1999)

