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Dr M Govt wants to inmprove Orang Asli's | ot

Fadzi| Gnazali
PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d yesterday the
Governnent will strive to inprove the Orang Asli's living standards, but
the efforts will not be at the expense of the community's custons.
"We do not aimto destroy the custonms of the Orang Asli in the country.
We want to inprove the standards of living of the Orang Asli in line with
the country's progress and devel opnent, " he stressed.
Speaki ng at the presentation of certificates of conpetency in
construction to 17 Orang Asli youths at Bukit Lanjan, Damansara, Kual a
Lunmpur, yesterday, the Prinme Mnister said even the Mal ays' way of living
has changed over the years in line with the country's progress.
Only by uplifting the Orang Asli's overall status can the Governnent
enable themto stand tall with the other advanced communities in the
country, he added.
Dr Mahathir said it will be unfair if the Orang Asli continue to be |eft
behi nd, while the other races and ethnic groups in the country are
pr ogr essi ng.
He added that it is not the intention of the Governnment to see the Orang
Asli do away with their custons, but the Governnent wants themto change
to a nodern lifestyle.
To make this possible, the Prine Mnister said, the Orang Asli mnust mnake
the nost of skills training opportunities provided by the Governnment to
t hem
Dr Mahat hir sai d gradual exposure to nodern life has influenced sone
Orang Asli to be nore enthusiastic about switching fromshifting
cultivation to nodern |iving.
He al so said suggestions that Orang Asli are unskilled or untal ented
peopl e have no credence because they are indeed good craftsnen, especially
i n wood- carvi ng and weavi ng.
Dr Mahathir called on Orang Asli youths to acquire skills in
construction because of the strong demand for such manpower in the
donesti c sector.
He said it will be ideal if |ocal manpower, including the Orang Asli
community, can nmeet the | abour demand in the sector, thus saving the
country substantial outflow of foreign exchange.
At a press conference later, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia, unlike sone
ot her countries, gives special treatnment to its indigenous people and
spares no efforts to inprove their |living standards.
"I'n other countries, the indigenous people are placed in reserve | and

in sonme, children are taken away fromtheir famlies."
Dr Mahathir said all egations by non-governnental organi sations and
foreign countries that Malaysia is neglecting its indigenous people are
basel ess
In inmproving the living standards of the Orang Asli, the Governnent has
even resettled Orang Asli fromtheir rural settlements to urban housing
estates. A case in point is the resettlenent of 158 Orang Asli in Bukit
Lanjan to the Damansara Perdana housi ng estate.
To a question on nomination of Orang Asli representatives to stand in
the com ng general election, especially in areas with a sizeable O ang
Asli popul ati on, Dr Mahat hir said:
"W cannot give an Orang Asli a seat to contest just because he is an
Orang Asli. Doing so nmay not get the support of others. And al so we know



that he can't win because there is not a single constituency where the
Orang Asli electorate makes up the mgjority."
( END)
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