15/ 08/ 1999
Dr Ms “getting to know you' visit

Har dev Kaur in Khabarovsk

PRI ME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad's working visit to the two
Far Eastern Republics of Russia - Khabarovsky and Buryatia - has been
described as a "getting to know you" visit.

Mal aysi a' s anbassador to Moscow Dat uk Yahya Baba said there was mutua
i nterest between the two regi ons and Ml aysi a.

This side of Russia is part of the Pacific, a nmenber of Apec besides
participating in the Asean Post Mnisterial Conference and the Asean
Regi onal Forum

Yahya said there had been "contacts" between Ml aysia and t hese regions.
The Governor of Khabarovsk, Victor |shaev, has conme to Kual a Lunpur
several tines while the President of Buryatia, Leonid V. Potapov was in
Mal aysi a | ast nont h.

Dr Mahathir, who arrives here today, is scheduled to visit the aviation
and shipbuilding facilities as well as Rimbunan Hijau, a Sarawak-based
Mal aysi an conmpany with tinber concessions in Khabarovsk.

Yahya described this as "the only subsantial Ml aysian i nvestnent",
addi ng that the conpany had been in operation for about two years.

Ri mbunan Hijau, has tinber concessions in Papua New Gui nea, Sol onbn
I slands and Latin Anerican countries but this is the first for the conpany
in a tenperate forest. The markets for its products are nmainly in Japan
and Kor ea.

The conpany al so has interests in the media industry with its ownership
of M ng Pao, a Chinese | anguage paper in Hong Kong and the Chinese edition
of Asi aweek.

The two republics have substantial aviation and maritine industries. The
def ence avi ation industry has spawned several economic activities in and
around t he regions.

In fact Konsonosk-na-Amur, a city on the Amur River, was built as a
defence city sone 30 years ago. The Sukhoi mlitary aircraft plant is
| ocat ed here.

Efforts are under way to convert the facilities to produce civilian and
commercial aircraft. Simlarly the shipbuilding plant in Khabarovsk, which
the Prime Mnister is scheduled to visit, is also being converted from
bei ng just a defence facility.

Once converted, it will be able to provide and build craft of whatever
size or use, including luxury, tourist, fishing, civilian and defence
vessel s.

This is the first visit to the region by Dr Mahathir who | ast visited
Soviet Union in 1987. Since the break up of the fornmer Soviet Union, there
are 98 republics in Russia with 20 of these bei ng aut ononous.

The Prime M nister has visited a nunber of the Confederation of
| ndependent States, which were previously part of Soviet Union. These
i ncl ude Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Tur kneni st an.

Dr Mahathir will be acconpani ed by Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar and Defence M ni ster Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Mist apha.

From Khabarovsk, Dr Mahathir will visit China before going to U an Ude,
the capital of Buryati a.

According to Yahya, Buryatia is rich in mneral resources. "You nane it,
they have it" he said, adding that the authorities were also keen to
devel op tourismindustry on Lake Bai kal .

Lake Baikal is the largest |lake in the world - about 31,000 square



kilonetres. It is about two-thirds the size of Peninsular Ml aysi a.

It is said to hold 20 per cent of the world's fresh water and has nore
water than all the Great Lakes conbined. The | ake is nearly 1.8km deep.

Khabar ovsk, the first stop of Dr Mahathir's Siberian journey, with a
popul ati on of nearly 700,000 is close to the border with China and is the
| ast major stop on the Siberian railroad before VI adi vost ok.

The city, the second only in size to Vladivostok in the Russian Far
East, boasts three mgjor transport links - air, sea and | and - the nost
famous of which is the Trans-Si berian rail way.

(END)



	Dr M's `getting to know you' visit (NST 15/08/1999)

