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Dr M People will determ ne the Gover nment

Ram an Sai d; Patvi nder Singh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
some foreigners were spreading |lies that the Governnent no | onger enjoyed
popul ar support and the people wanted to bring it down.

But the results of the Sabah el ecti on showed that the Bari san Nasi ona
Governnent still enjoyed the support of the people, he said.

"Actual ly, they wanted to see ne renoved and repl aced by someone who
will bowto them who will sell the country. That is why they initiated
efforts to topple the Governnent," he said at the 50th anni versary
cel ebrations of Jinjang New Vill age today.

Dr Mahathir said foreigners could continue with their efforts to topple
the Governnent but this was not worrying as in the end, it would be the
peopl e who woul d determine the fate and future of the country.

"They can always try but | leave it to the people to deternine the
Gover nnent and not sone foreigners, foreign magazines, (United States
Vi ce-President) Al Gore or foreign Governnents.

"W are a denocracy. It will be the responsibility of the najority of
the people to pick their Governnent ... outsiders have no right.

Mal aysi ans know better howto run the country."

CGore had in a speech during the Apec Busi ness Advi sory Council dinner
| ast year voiced support for street denonstrations in support of fornmer
Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

Dr Mahat hir expressed confidence that the najority of the people
supported the Bari san Nasi onal Governnent, saying the coalition was
expected to do well in the next general election

He said the undivided support of the people had enabl ed the Gover nnment
to defend the country fromoutside interference

"When we have a strong Government, we can stand tall and protect
oursel ves unlike in some other countries where the Governnents have to
submt to demands by foreigners.”

Dr Mahat hir spoke at great |ength on the reasons why new vill ages were
est abl i shed before i ndependence.

He said many residents, especially those staying near the jungle then,
were often threatened by communi sts.

Qut of fear, they were forced to provi de assistance although they knew
the British Governnment then woul d take stern action agai nst those caught
doi ng so, he said.

As a way out, the British Government decided that the people needed to
be relocated in a security area, thus giving birth to new vill ages.

Dr Mahathir, who related an encounter with a forei gner who thought
Mal aysia's new villages were sinmlar to concentration canps established by
the Nazis during Wrld War |1, said the people could judge for thensel ves
the truth of this and the progress that had been nade in new vill ages.

"If these places are indeed concentration canps, surely there will not
be any 50th anniversary cel ebration Ii ke what we are having here today."

He said those who |ikened new villages to concentrati on canps obviously
did not know the country's history. He said the devel opment attai ned by
new vil | ages was nmade possi bl e because the people had el ected a
responsi bl e Governnent, one which considered the interests of all races.

Conpared to conditions 50 years ago, he said new villages today had
water and el ectricity supply, schools and roads, while various industries
had al so sprouted in these areas.



"Al'l these can only be done through a caring Government. W want the
peopl e to be nore prosperous, have jobs with better wages and have their
busi nesses doing well so that one day we will be equal with the Wstern
and devel oped countri es.

"Qur multi-racial society lives in peace and has no fear unlike in sone
ot her countries where the people are worried even to congregate |ike what
we are doing now, fearing that clashes or disturbances will erupt."”

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysians were | eading a better life today through the
efforts of the people who had el ected a Government that was sensitive to
their wel | -being.

He said Mal aysi ans had al so realised that they could do as well or
better conpared with other people, citing as exanpl es the successful
stagi ng of the Commonweal th Ganmes, the conpletion of the world-class
Formula One circuit in Sepang and the success of Ml aysians i n conquering
Mount Everest and the North Pol e.

"Al'l these showthat with the right spirit, we can succeed."

( END)
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