25/ 05/ 1999
Dr Ma true Asian statesnman: Abdul | ah

Kamar ul Yunus
PRI ME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad is a shining exanple of an
Asi an statesnman and a firmbeliever in Asia, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi sai d.
The Deputy Prine Mnister said Dr Mahathir shoul d be recogni sed as
having greatly contributed to Asia's "com ng of age".
"He (Dr Mahathir) fought against the odds and has prevailed. H's
tenacity and perseverance are his greatest assets.
"This is really due to his firmcommtnent in his beliefs. Dr Mahathir
i s undeni ably a shining exanpl e of an Asi an statesnan, sormeone who has
ri sen beyond the normand has excel | ed.
"I believe he is a firmbeliever in Asia and its ability to becone a
great continent again," he said at the |launching of the Prime Mnister's
book titled "A New Deal For Asia" in Petaling Jaya yesterday.
Once argued as the centre of the world, Abdullah said Asia's strength
has waned and eroded over the centuries.
"W are all aware of the great epoch of Asia over the |last centuries.
Everyone used to | ook towards Asia," he said.
Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir is conmtted to giving Asia the necessary push
and encouragenent to reclaimits destiny.
In this respect, he said the book is a manifestation of the Prine
M nister's strong belief in Asia's potential capacity.
Abdul | ah said the book would give a "sense of direction" to Asia at a
time when the region is undergoi ng trenendous chal |l enges.
Conparing Dr Mahathir's book to forner US President Franklin D
Roosevelt's "New Deal " of the 1930s, Abdullah said Asia nust seize the
opportunity and be willing to be bold and brave and nake that comm tnent.
"In this respect, it is worth for all of us to ermulate the Prine
M nister's resolve and firmcomm tnent to change Asia. The time has cone
for all of us to stand with the Prime Mnister and take that first step
whi ch woul d surely lead to a giant step ahead for Asia and the world."
In the book, Dr Mahat hir makes known his dismay at rogue currency
traders who w eaked havoc on Asian economies in 1997 and 1998. It also
provides an insight into one of the world's | eading statesnen and great
thi nkers, commenting on various contenporary issues with relative ease.
Publ i shed by Pel anduk Publications Sdn Bhd, the softcover 155-page
edition is priced at RM5 a copy.
Meanwhi | e, Pel anduk Publi cati ons managi ng director Datuk Ng Ti eh Chuan
sai d 10, 000 copi es have been printed and another 18,000 copies in the
Japanese | anguage are expected to be |launched in Tokyo on June 3.
Ng said the conpany will also re-launch the Prine Mnister's previous
book titled "The Way Forward", which is translated i n Bahasa Ml aysi a,
next nonth.
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