01/03/1999
Dr Marrives in Dhaka, D-8 set to stress cooperation

Lokman Mansor in Dhaka

DHAKA, Sun: Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad arrived here
this afternoon as foreign nministers of the Devel opi ng Ei ght (D 8)
finalised a draft conmuni que that will stress further economc
cooperati on.

Dr Mahathir is expected to address the second sumit of the D-8 which
opens tonorrow afternoon, possibly with only half the grouping s | eaders
att endi ng.

Besi des Dr Mahat hir and Bangl adesh Prine M nister Shei kh Hasi na W4j ed,
the other two | eaders who have confirned coming for the two-day sunmt are
Tur ki sh President Sul eyman Damirel and Pakistani Prine M nister Nawaz
Shari f.

The D-8 was established on June 15 1997 in |stanbul, Turkey, at the
first sunmmt of the heads of state and governnment of eight Muslim
countries - Bangl adesh, Egypt, |ndonesia, |Iran, Ml aysia, N geria,
Paki st an and Tur key.

The Council of Mnisters, conprising foreign mnisters fromthe eight
countries, has neanwhile finalised the draft of the Dhaka Decl arati on
which is expected to focus on further cooperation in trade and econom c
matters at neetings preceding the summt.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Syed Hanmid Al bar's counterparts in the Council of
Mnisters this time are Egypt's Foreign Mnister Antre M Moussa,

I ndonesia's Ali Alatas, Iran's Kamal Kharrazi, Pakistan's Sartaj Aziz, and
Bangl adesh' s Abdus Sanad Azad. Turkey and Nigeria were represented by
seni or officials.

At the summt, Iran will be represented by its First Vice President Dr
Hassan Habi bi, the first |eader to arrive today. |Indonesian M nister for
Peopl e's Wl fare and Poverty Eradication Haryono Suyono and the Egyptian
Foreign Mnister will lead their countries' delegations at the summt.
Nawaz wi Il arrive tonmorrow while Nigeria, which is in the nidst of

el ections, has not confirned its representative at the summt.

Dr Mahathir, who was nmet at the airport by Shei kh Hasi na, Syed Ham d and
Mal aysi an Hi gh Comm ssi oner to Bangl adesh Datuk Zul ki fly Ab Rahman, will
join the other heads of state and governnment at a weath-1aying cerenony
at Savar Snriti Shoudha, a striking 50-nmetre high nenorial for the
mllions who died i n Bangl adesh' s struggle for |Independence in 1971.
This will be followed in the afternoon with the first session of the D-8
Sunmit, during which the chairpersons of the first and second D-8 sunmits,
and the heads of country delegations will address the neeting.
Tormorrow ni ght the heads of delegations will attend a banquet hosted by
Justi ce Shahabuddi n Ahned, president of Bangl adesh.

On Tuesday, the leaders will hold a retreat before the concl udi ng
session of the Sumit, and the reading of the Dhaka Declaration. In the
eveni ng, Shei kh Hasina will host a dinner for them

Meanwhi | e, the Bangl adesh Chanber of Industries (BCl) has urged D8
states to take steps to expand econom ¢ cooperation. In a press rel ease,
BCl president Sharif M Afzal Hossain said econom c devel opnent can help
al l eviate poverty, reduce unenploynment and illiteracy, spur innovation of
t echnol ogy and expand trade and i nvest nent.

"If these ei ght devel opnent aspiring countries go on working together
sincerely they will be able to achi eve econoni ¢ enanci pati on and
strengthen their position to face the forthconi ng econom ¢ chal | enge of



the 21st century and gl obalisation,” he said.
( END)
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